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The chief purpose of this sublication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. 

Sens: 


PROMOTION BILL REFERRED TO HOUSE 


Senate Bill No. 4, sea vas introduced by Senator Reed, of Pennsylvania, 
on April 18, 1929, during the first session of the 7lst Congress, and passed by 
the upper chamber on May 15, 1929, is now un for consideration by the Military 
Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives, the bill having been re- 
ferred to that Committee on December 12, 1929, during the second session. 

The Hon. F. Trubee Davison, in his Annual Report for the Fiscal Year end- 
ing June 30, 1929, stated with reference to the promotion problem in the Air . 
Corps ‘= "Legislation is the only remedy. The Furlow Bill as it passed the House 
the last two sessions of Congress, or the Air Corps provisions of Senate Bill 
No. 4 as originally introduced by fenator Reed in the first session of the 71st 
Congress, are unquestionably: the most satisfactory solutions to this most press-~ 
ing problem. I again urge that one of these measures, or one containing their 
provisions in substance, be enacted into law at the next session of.Congress;"- 

In order that readers of the News Letter may lmow what effect the Reed Bill 
would have on the promotion of Air Corps officers, such portions thereof as re- 
late to the Air Corps are quoted: below, as. follows: 

"Sec. 3. That flying’ officers commission in the Air Corgs in the grades of 
first licutenant and’Captain’ shall be promoted to the resnective next. higher 
grades when credited for promotion under provisions of this act with seven and . 
twelve years of service, respectively. When promotion as hereinbefore prescrib- 
ed in this and preceding sections of this act fails to provide the Air Corps 
with the per centum of colonels, lieutenant colonels and majors hereinafter . 
specified flying officers’ commissioned in the Air Corps shall be promoted in: the 
order of their relative standing on the promotion list so that the number. of, Air 
Corps officers in the grade of colonel shall be 3 per centum, in the grade of 
lieutenant colonel. 4 per centum, and in the grade of major 18 per centum, re- 
spectively, of the total number of officers commissioned in the Air Corps, frac- 
tions being disregarded in commting said numbers. Flying officers of the Air 
Corps promoted to the grades of lieutenant colonel and colonel under provisions 
of this section shall be additional numbers therein and shall not be counted. in 
computing the maximum percentage for such grades hereinbefore »yrescribed in this 
act; and flying officers of the Air Corps »romoted to the grade of major under 
the provisions of this section shall not be counted in computing the minimum of 
26 per centum of nromotion-list field officers required to be maintained by 
section 1 of this act. <Any flying officer, of the Air Corps promoted under pro- 
visions of this section who may become survlus in the grade of major, lieutenant 
colonel, or colonel by reason of a subsequent decrease in the total number of 
officers commissioned in the Air Corps shall de an additional number in his 
grade #1 the Air Corns until absorbed. The term "flying officer' as used in 
this act™shall be construed. to mean a flying officer as defined by section lda 
‘of the national dcfense act: as. amended. 

Sec. 4. Length of service vue promotion under this act shall be commened 
as follows: 

First. Each csuadaitihiiies kinaberebitiees originally commissioned in the Regular 
Army as of a date prior to July 2, 1920, without prior Federal cormissioned ser- 
vice, whose active commissioned service shall have been continuous since accep- 
tance of original commission, shall be credited with the full period from the, 
date of such original commission. e23 

Second. Hach promotion-list officer commissioned in the Regular Army or . 
Philippine Scouts as of a date prior to July 2, 1920, ‘who is not included in 

he category defined in the preceding subvaragraph ‘shall be credited with a 
length of service equal to that accredited to the officer of said categnrT whose 
name appears nearest above his on the pvromotion list. ; 

Third. Hach promotion-list: officer originally commissioned in the. “grade 
of second lieutenant in the Regular Army or Philippine Scouts as of a date after 
July 1,.1920, shall be credited only with the period of service from the date of 
such original commission: Provided, That each promotion-list officer not includ- 


ed in any of the foregoing categories and each officer of said atten wr 














original relative position on the promotion list shall have been chlangéd or af- 
fected by sentence of court-martial, by special enactment, by discontimity of 
‘his active service, or by, suspension from promotion, shall be credited with such 
length of service for promotion as the Secretary of War shall determine to be 
appropriate to his relative position on the promotion list." 

Section 5 repeals, excepting Section 190, Revised Statutes of the United 
States, all laws or parts of laws restricting.the freedom of persons on the re- 
tired lists of the Regular Army who are otherwise eligible to accept any civil 
office or employment, or affecting their retired status or retired pay on ac- 
count of holding any civil office or eriployment. and receiving the compensation 
thereof. Any such person who may be employed in any. civil. office or. position 
under authority of the United States shall be entitled to receive the full com 
pensation allotted to such office or position without regard t6 such person's 
retired pay. 

Any officer of the Regular Army or Philippine Scouts: who shall have served 
35 years or more, including all service counted towards eligibility for volun- 
tary retirement under existing laws, including this act, shall, if he makes. 

application therefor to the President, be retired from:active service and placed 
upon the unlimited retired list. In the event of reaching the age of sixty 
years or serving forty years, an officer may be retired from active service, 
Without the action of a retiring board, at the discretion of the President, 
and placed upon the unlimited retired list. In computing eligibility for vol- 
untary retirement of officers of the Army. each officer. shall, in addition to — 
all service now credited under existing laws, be credited with additional con~ 
structive credit equal to one-half the time, if any, that he shall have been 
actually detailed to duty involving flying, except in time of war. . Flying of- 
ficers of the Air Corps who become physically disqualified for all flying duty 
shall be eligible for retirement for physical disability... 

Section 6 provides that during each fiscal year promotion-list officers who 
were originally appointed in the Regular Arny or Philinvine. Scouts prior to 
July 1, 1920, or as of that date, may file anplications to be transferred from 
the active list. Such transfers on or before June 30 of each fiscal year mst. 
be recommended by a board of.general officers and will not exceed one per centum 
of the maximum authorized number of promotion list officers of all grades. 
Retired pay will be computed at the rate of 23 per centum of active pay, mlti- 
plied by the number of complete years of service, but not exceeding thirty years. 

Any officer originally appointed in the Regular Army as of July 1, 1920, at 
an age greater than 45 years, may if he so elects, in lieu of ‘the retired pay 
at the rate above provided, receive retired pay at the rate of 4 per centum of 
active pay for each complete year of conmissioned service in the United States 
Army, not exceeding 75 per centum of active pay. 

It will be noted that the promotion of 2nd lieutenants, Majors and Lieut.- 
Colonels is not mentioned in Section 3, heretofore quoted. Under the provisions 
of Section 2, 2nd Lieutenants are required to be credited, for purpose of. pro-~ 
motion to the next grade, three years of service; Majors, twenty years, and 
Lieutenant-Colonels, twenty-six years. . 

---000--- 


SECRETARY OF WAR VISITS THE CANAL ZONE 
; i «68 

The visit to the Canal. Zone of Colonel Patrick J. Hurley, Secretary of War, 
was of interest not only to the Army, but an occasion to the Canal employees ard 
the citizens of the Republic of Panama. 

The transport on which Colonel Hurley was a passenger was met outside of 
the entrance to the harbor by the Panama Air Force, the planes passing in review 
in welcome to Colonel and Mrs. Hurley. ‘The official inspection of France Field 
by the Secretary of War was made several days later. ‘The time of the acrial 
review and inspection was 8:30. The Commanding General and Staff arrived by 
train, and Colonel Hurley arrived by air, coming oun the Pacific side of the 
Isthmus. 

The inspection of the planes and personnél completed, the fermations took 
the air. The planes passed in review in perfect formation, even the Group 
Operations Officer, Lieut. E.D. Jones, admitting that fact. Colonel Hurley then 
met all the officers, familiarized himself with various problems confronting the 
Air Corps in the Canal Zone, and departed on an inspection tour. ef cther 
Atlantic side posts. 
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Two other trips of interest. made by Col. Hurley were an aerial tour of the 
Canal Zone, accompanied by representatives of the »ress, and a trip to David, 
Republic of Panama. The trip to David was an cvent which will long be remem- 
bered by the people of that city, and Colonel Hurley made many fricnds. This 
quict visit will be snoken of for many years, as Colonel Hurloy arrived un- 
heralded, accormpaniod only by the pilot of his plane and the »ilot and mechanic 
of the escort plane. It is probably the first time in history that a Secretary 
of Var has flown over the Remmblic to visit this beautiful Central American 
city, which was very difficult to reach until the airplane came as a means of 
transportation. It must be remembered that the Air Corps has had the privilege 
of visiting various localities in the interior of Panama, and the courtesy ex- 
tended by the citizens of the Republic has formed the basis, in many instances, 
of life long friendships. 

---000--- 


TRAINING OF THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL GUARD AIR SERVICE 


In its possibilitics for training, tho 4lst Division Air Service has cn- 
joyed several advantages in the matter of work with other branches of the Arny 
that have not fallen to the lot of every National Guard Squadron. The regular 
army post, Fort George Wright, is situated only a fow miles from Folts Field, 
which has made possible many Infantry-Air Service problems shich have given the 
personnel of both outfits profitable training and experience. Colonel Partello, 
the Cormanding Officer of Fort George Vright, has always evidenced a great deal 
of interest in all National Guard training, both in the 16lst Infantry branch 
and in the Division Aviation. His attitude has greatly facilitated the success- 
ful planning and devclopment of training plans involving the Regular Army and 
the 4lst Division. 

A »roblom of this nature involving air defense by Infantry was carried out 
on November 2lst, 22nd and 23rd. Tho first scction of the excercise was in- 
struction to the Infantry in handling anti-aircraft ond machine gun weajons in 
defonse. Sergeants Simpson and Hansen of the .\ir Service took the ficld with 
the Infantry, aiding thom in the uso and handling of the Lewis gun mounted with 
eamera gun cquipment. Major Haynes, cormanding the Squadron, flew an 02-K for 
target, while the Infantrymen took turns at the canera gun. The film was de- 
veloped by the Squadron's Photo Scction and turned over to the Infantry for 
information at the critique. 

In the second section of the exercise, the Fort Wright troops tools the 
ficld at dawn on November 25rd, travoling over a pre-determined route giving 
the maxirum torrain varicty, to a point down the valley of the Spokane River. 
Observers and machine gunners fror: the Squadron simmlated aviation attack at 
various positions en route, the Infantry deploying according to their cormander’s 
decision on defense tactics. 

Observers in the airnlanecs noted the varying visibility of the troops, and 
the effectiveness of their de vloyment to cover. At the route terminal the 
ground troops occupied an oven plain, where they wore subject to a harrassing 
attack, defending themselves with machine cuns and anti-aircraft. Silhouettes 
representing man-power, animals, etc., were then placed ou the ground, the live 
troovs retiring to a place of safety. 

On a panel signal Major Haynes, with Lieut. Holter as his gunner, then 
made several traverses of this ground target, using live armmnition. Other of- 
ficers from the Squadron taking pert in the »roblem were Captain R.W. Owen, 
Lieuts. Claude Owen, Edgar Bigélow and Dwight Smith. 

In a letter to Major Haynes following the exercise, Colonel Partello stat- 
ed that his men had received valuable first-hand experience, and a ruc better 
general odea of the conditions under an air attack, its dangers, and the most 
effective defense methods. 

---000--- 


THE PASSING OF AN OLD TYPE BOMBER 


The News Letter Correspondent fror: France Ficld, Panama Canal Zone, di- 
vulges a bit of Air Corps history, stating that on November 7th last the Martin 
Bomber at France Field, known as Number Four, made its last flight. It was 
manufactured in 1923, had two major overhauls and five sets of engines. Ex- 
pressing the belief that this »robably was the last of this tyne plane in the 
Air Corps, he adds that when it is considered what has been accormlished by the 
Martin Bomber, great credit is due the desigmer. 
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HELIUM REPURIFICATION PLAN A PAYING INVESTMENT 


An outlay of $44,370.00 was required te construct the Heliun Remrifica- 
tion plant at Scott Field, Selleville, I11., almost two years ago. This plant 
has onerated continuously for a period of 19 months, during which time it has 

‘earned the total sum of $65,684. 00. Deducting the cost of the plant from the 
earnings leaves a balandc on the credit side of the ledeer of $21,514.00. 
The earning propensities of the repurification plant is arrived at in the 
followin; manner: In the 19-months' »neriod alluded to above, a total of 
2,662,713 cubic feet of Helium was remurificd. To have effected the repurifica- 
- tion of this quantity of Helium uncer the system in vorue prior to the erection 
of the Scott Field plant would have entailed expenditures at the rate of $26.00 
. per one thousand feet, as azainst a cost of $1.25 per one thousand feet at 
Scott Field, or a savine of $24.75. 

In a report coverins the operation of the Scott Field Helium Revurifica- 
tion plant, recently submitted by the Commanding Officer of that field, Lt.-Col. 
John A. Paezelow, Air Corps, he stated: 

"Prior to the installation of the- Helium repurification plant at Scott 

.Field, the impure Helium as received from the airshin was »nurmed to the Gas 

' Plant, at which point it was compressed into small cylinders at 2,000 pounds 
per square inch, after which the cylinders were loaded into a box car and 
shipped to Fort Worth, Texas, and there unloaded from the car, then emptied in- 
to a storaze holder, after which the gas was repurified and recompressed into 
cylinders, which were again loaded into a box car, and after an indefinite 
time the gas arrived at Scott Ficld, where said cylinders were unloaded from 
the car and placed in the storage dump. Tho cost of this operation was $26.00 
per thousand cubic feet. 

To recondition impure Helium at the Scott Ficld Base Helium Repurification 
Plant, only one operation is necessary, viz: The impure Helium is received 
direct from the ship to the vlant where it is repurified, and as the pressure 
necessary for requrification must be 2,150 pounds per square inch, no further 
stage of compression is needed to store directly into cylinders asainst demand. 
Further, the cost of reconditioning at this plant is arrived at by computing 
- the number of kilowatt hours coiswued, the labor charges, lubricating oil, fis ses, 

waste, etc.; cooling: water for the compressors is drarn from and returned to the 
gas holder tanks. These various charges are added un at the completion of each 
job of repurification and the definite figure of $1. 25 yer thousand feet of 
impure Helium processed has been arrived at after having repurified in the past 
nineteen months the total of 2,662,713 cubic feet. 

Considering the saving over the old method of handling imoure Beliun, a 
difference of $24.75 ner thousand cubic fect is apparent. After a detailed 
survey of the entire situation, the undersigned urgently recommenced the instal- 
lation of a permancnt Heliwa remurification plant at Scott Field, in collabora- 
tion with Dr. C.W. Seibel of tne Bureau of Mines, who designed the installation. 
The personnel of the Gas Plant-assembled, adanted and installed the entire re- 
purification unit. seit sir lhe 

Due to the many years of intensive study and operation of extremely tech- 
“nical problems and commlicated pas producing and handling Cquipment, the Gas 
Plant personnel were well qualified to assemble, install, operate and find the 
answer to the multitude of problems involved in this type of plant and at no 
time finding the necessity of hiring the: services of outside exerts. 

Too rmch credit for the above mentioned installation cannot be given to 
Master Sergeant Herbert J. Bertram, Air Corns, under whose direct supervision 

‘the installation was made. Employed in this work there were thirtecn civilians 
who had no previous experience but who have been trained at ‘this field. 
seit ete mks 


THIRD ATTACK GROUP BAND PLEASES GALVESTON 


That the 3rd Attack Group Band has met popular avproval may be gathered 
from the fact that at a recent meeting of the Calveston Boosters Club, a resolu- 
tion was unanimously adopted conveying to the Chief of the Air Corps the anvre- 
ciation of that organization, as well as the citizens of Galveston as & wholé, 
for the transfer of that msical orsanization to Fort Crockett. 

What was formerly the 15th Field Artillery Band at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
was, in accordance with the instructions of the War Department, rendered in- 
active on October 31, 1929, all of the personnel thereof being reconstituted 

-429— V-5968, A.C. 



































the following day into the 3rd Attack Group Band. 

Due to the fact that military bands are difficult to train and organize, it 
was thought to be to the best interests of the service to preserve the band as 
a unit rather than disnose of individual members thereof. As at present consti- 
tuted the band numbers 29 men of the following grades: one Warrant Officer, one 
Technical Sergeant, one Staff Sergeant, four Sergeants, two Corporals, nineteen 
Privates, lst Class, and one Private. 

‘---000-—— 


ANOTHER SOURCE OF CURRENT SUPPLY FOR LANDING 
LIGHTS. 


A recent issue of the News Letter, published by the Bureau of Aeronautics, 
Navy Department, states that the Naval Air Station, Coco Solo, adjoining France 
Field, Panama Canal Zone, reports having devised a scheme for using the 
SE-1386-A radio generator for the purnose of supolying a Mark I landing light 
with current for longer periods than is possible by the use of batteries. This 
scheme is reported to provide sufficient current to maintain the light at full 
intensity not only while flying but also while taxying and while gliding with a 
dead engine, the light continuing to burn until the airplane has landed and the 
speed decreased to 25 miles per hour. The details of this equipment are given 
below: 

"An old, burned out plate transformer from a type SE-1385 aircraft radio 
transmitter was dismantled and the secondary revound with sixteen turns of No. 
8 double cotton covered magnet wire. Since the primary carried 200 turns of 
number 17 wire working from a terminal voltage of 200 volts, there resulted in 
the secondary a terminal voltage of from twelve to sixteen volts at full load. 
This voltage was governed by a rheostat in the fields of the radio generator. 
The transformer, rheostat and an A.C. voltmeter (scale 0 to 15 volts) were 
mounted in a small box which was secured on the radio table in the after cock- 
pit of a T&M-2 plane, where the voltmeter could be easily observed by the radio- 
man and the field rheostat adjusted when necessary. The whole unit was entirely 
inclosed in aluminum to preclude the possibility of the trangformer terminals 
becoming accidentally shorted. From the transformer box two leads were run to 
the forward cockpit, where an inclosed snap switch, easily accessible to the 
pilot, was installed. This was placed in series with the field rheostat, thus 
enabling the pilot to control the lights by merely breaking the small current 
in the field circuit and thereby reducing the fire hazard to a negligible quan- 
tity. The current broken by this switch is only six tenths of an ampere at 85 
volts. In addition to the sna» switch installed in the pilot's cockpit, there 
is a double pole, double throw knife switch which allows the pilots to select 
either the port or starboard lights at will. For changing from radio to lights, 
a four pole, double throw switch is mounted in the radio cockpit, where it is 
actuated by the radio operator upon prearranged signals from the pilot. The 
increase in weight involved is reported to be 12 pounds." 

o0o--- 


NEW PARACHUTE MANUAL 


A most interesting booklet under the title of "The Parachute Rigger," 
(Training Mammal No. 2170-72, War Department, June 29, 1929) was recently made 
public by the War Department. ‘The sections contained in this manual are as 
follows: 

Parachute Construction Princinvles 

Specifications for Parachute Materials 

Parachute Maintenance and Repair 

Instructions for usinf the Parachute 

Several diagrams contained in booklet tend to describe the a rpearance, di- 
mensions and method of packing the standard parachute. While not bulky, the 20 
pages form a rather complete means of instruction for the beginner, at the same 
time serving as a guide and reference book for the experienced parachute worker. 
The latter craftsman is becoming quite an important figure in the organization 
of large flying training organizations and, of course, in military and naval 
circles. 

The booklet may be obtained for a small fee from the Public Printer, Govern- 
ment ‘Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
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FAST NON-STOP FLIGHT FROM TAMPA, FLA. TO DAYTON, O. 


The balmy climate of Tampa. Fla., did not prove alluring enough to Lieut. 
Clements McMullen, Air Corps, when he realized that Thanksgiving Day was on 
the morrow with the customary turkey on the mem for his dinner in his-home in 
Dayton, Ohio. He was 830 miles away from home, but distance doesn't mean much 
when one has an airplane at his disposal. 

Lieut. McMullen took off from Tampa at 7:25 a.m., Wednesday, November 27th, 
and his Douglas Observation plane, powered with a 425 h.p. Pratt-Whitney "Wasp" 
engine kept going for 8 hours and 5 mimutes until at 3:30 p.m. he landed at 
Wright Field. 

It happened that about 600 miles of the total distance lay through bad 
weather, but it came at the most convenient locations. There was rain and a 
low ceiling over the flat lands of Florida, but on approaching the Georgia 
mountains the weather cleared, giving ample ceiling and permitting the plane to 
travel at 7,000 feet altitude. On nearing the Ohio River at Lexington, Ky., 
rain came on again, and it was low flying the remainder of the way to Dayton. 

The flight started with head winds and a speed of 94 miles per hour and 
ended with a tail wind which gave the plane a speed of 125 miles per hour. Due 
.to the shifting of winds, Lieut. McMullen landed an hour earlier than he expect- 
ed. <i seemed strange enough donning winter apparel at Tampa, but before the 
flight was ended much heavier ayparel could have been borne with comfort. 

---000--- 


SPORTS COMPETITIONS AT ROCKWELL FIELD 


Master Sergeant Willard D. Iucy, Post Sergeant Major at Rockwell Field, 
Coronado, Calif., is planning to organize a pistol team for competitions 
_ throughout the southern part of California. Sergeant Iucy, a crack pistol shot, 
is considered to be among the Army's best shots with the .45. He reported to 
Rockwell Field for duty several weeks ago after heading the Army Air Corns 
Pistol Team at the National Pistod Matches held at, Camp Perry, Ohio, August 
25th to September 15th.- - 

A polo team is nat Knaentede in Coronado by Lieut. John P. Kenny, Air 
Corps, four~goal player at Rockwell Field, to compete in the winter matches 
planned at Del Monte and Los Angelos. This polo team will. meet the Uplifters, 
Midwicks and other Northern squads. Lieut. Kenny, incidentally, was one of 
the best inter-collegiate polo players over developod on the Pacific Coast. 

-~-000-~- 


FORMER ARMY FLYER MAKZS RECORD X-COUNTRY FLIGHT 


Captain E. E. Aldrin, formerly of tho Air Corps, Regular Army, who was 
stationod at Wright. Field, Dayton, Ohic, as Assistant Commandant of the Air 
Corps Inginedéring School, made, so far as is know, a record snoed flight from 
Dayton to New York on Novombor 25th last. Taking off from tho Municipal Air- 
port at Vandalia, Ohio, Captain Aldrin flow to tho landing fiela at Newark, 
N.J., in two hours and 35 minutes. The plane was a Lockheed Voga, owned by 
the Standard Oil Uompany of New Jersey. 

~--000--- 


, COMMERCIAL AVIATION AND AIR CORPS REPRESENTATIVES HOLD CONSULTATION 


The following representatives of commercial aircraft companies recently 
visited the Materiel Division of the Air Corps to consult with engineers and 
officers concerning government contracts: Major Burdette S. Wright,. Washington 
Representative of the Curtiss Aeroplane and Motor Corporation; Elmer A.Sperry, 
Jr., of the Sperry Instrument Companys Captain T. E. Tillinghast, of the Pratt- 
Whitney Company, Hartford, Conn.; C. . Egvedt, General Manager of the Boeing 
Company; Donald Douglas, President ~ tha Douglas Aircraft Corporation, Santa 
Monica, Calif.; and Lieut. Victor E. Bertrandias of the Fokker Aircraft Corno- 
ration, New York City. 

- Several of the names above mentioned are: quite familiar to regular readers 
of the News Letter. Major Wright resigucd from the Air Corvs several years ago, 
but Captain Tillinghast and Lieut. Hertrandias severed their connections with 
the Air Corps only ameter 
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FIRST PURSUIT GROUP PILOTS COMPLETE TARGET PRACTICE FOR 1929 


The records of the aerial gunnery and bombing vractice by the First Pursuit 
Grou» at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Michigan, which was conducted during the 
months of June, July, August and Seotember at Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Michigan, have 
been completed and orders issued covering various qualifications made by the in- 
dividual officers. The re vort on the aerial gunnery and bombing practice was 
referred to a board of officers, of which Major Ralph Royce is the president, 
for recommendation as to the future conduct of same. 

The News Letter Correspondent states that the interest of the officers 
during the past gunnery and bombing season was considerably higher than ever 
before, due to the new ratings which are given for qualification. For the 
first time the practice at Camp Skeel was conducted separately by each squadron, 
and every effort was made to improve the individual scores. The results obtain- 
ed were highly satisfactory, and the belief is expressed that the exverience 
gained will operate to improve still further the efficiency of the 1940 camp. 

Below is a tabulation giving the actual scores made by each pilot and ob- 
server during this practice: 


PURSUIT PILOTS — "A" COURSE 
Expert Aerial Gunner 











SCORES 

SAME EVENT I EVENT II EVENT 111 TOTAL 
end Lt. Trevor Kenyon, Air Reserve 838. 599.6 13. 1250.6 
end Lt. Idwin R. French, A.C. 785.8 246. 29. 1060.8 
end Lt. Hoyt L. Prindle, AC. 760. 264, 12. 1036. 
end Lt. Stuart P. Wright, Air Reserve 770. 258. 8.4 1016.4 
end Lt. John C. Crosthwaite, AC. 755. 210. 1.6 966.6 
Cantain Lotha A. Smith, AC. 750. 199.6 15.6 965.2 
Major Ralph Royce, A.C. 685. 245. 17.4 947.4 
end Lt. Lee Gehlbach, A.C. 732. 180. 33. 945. 
end Lt. Austin A. Straubel, A.C. 720. 180. 40.8 940.8 
end Lt. Norman D. Sillin, A.C. 747. 167. 9.8 923.8 
lst Lt. Virgil Hine, A.C. 700. 206. 9.0 915. 
ena Lt. Charles A. Harrington, .\.C. 665.0 216.6 27.4 909. 
end Lt. Lawrence W. Koons, A.C. 690. 181. 20. 891. 
end Lt. Kingston IE. Tibbetts, A.C. 7 abs 158. 19.4 888.4 
end Lt. Homer L. Sanders, A.C. 6856 180. 20.2 886.2 
lst Lt. Walter E. Richards, A.C. 71le. 155. 8.4 875 .4 
end Lt. Ernest K. Warburton, A.C. 629 .8 222.9 3.8 856.5 
ena Lt. Richard E. Cobb, A.C. 649.5 172. aT 838.5 
end Lt. Orrin L. Grover, A.C. 671.6 128.5 oh. 831.1 
end Lt. James A. Ellison, A.C. 660. 158. 11.4 829.4 
lst Lt. Robert D. Moor, AC. 655. 167. 2 823. 
end Lt. Theodore M. Bolen, A.C. 669.8 117. 12.8 800.6 
end Lt. Max H. Warren, A.C. 751.1 22.5 14.8 788.4 
end Lt. Paul B. Wurtsmith, A.C. 617. 145. be 779, 
end Li. Paul M. Jacobs, A.C. 617.4 104.8 30.6 752.8 
end Lt. Donald L. Puit, A.C. 475.3 247.5 20.6 743.4 
end Lt. Edward H. Underhill, A.C. 542. 173. 22.6 737.6 
end Lt. Aubry L. Moore, AC. 647 79. 3. 735. 
end Lt. John A. Winefordner, A.C. 522. * 19% 12.2 731.2 
end Lt. Edward H. Alexander, A.C. 660. 52. 17.2 729.2 
lst Lt. Paul W. Nolf, A.C. 664.2 25. 36.4 725.6 
end Lt. Kenneth A. Rogers, aA.C. 623. 75-6 20.6 718.6 
end Lt. John F. Egan, A.C. 518.2 187.6 0.6 706.4 
lst Lt. Louie C. Mallory, A.C. 566.8 95. 34.8 696.6 
Captain Victor H. Strahm, A.C. 591.1 97.6 1.8 690.6 
end Lt. Ralph C. Rhudy, A.C. 527 . 153. 6. 686. 
lst Lt. Alden R. Crawford, A.C. 569. 83. 32.2 684.2 
end Lt. William M. Morgan, A.C. 581. 66. 24.4 671.4 
end Lt. Robert L. Schoenlein, A.C. 51s. 138. 13.2 669.2 
end Lt. Flint Garrison, Jr., A.C. 627.9 13.5 14.4 655.8 
end Lt. Millard F. Tindall, Air Res. 518. 118. 19. 655. 
end Lt. Carl F. Theisen, A.C. 561. Tie 25.2 645.2 
end Lt. Neil B. Harding, A.C. 551. 79. 10. 64. 
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- infant daughter, Lorraine Schmidt. 


4Asrial Sharpshooter 

































































SCORES 
nies EVENT I EVEW IL EVENT IIT | TOTAL _ 
lst Lt. Cecil 5. Henry, A.C. 545. 74. 14.4 . 634, 4 
lst Lt. Harry 4 Johnson, aA. C. 376.  —° 146. 8.2 530.2 
end Lt. Durward 0. Lowry, A.C. ee ae 5.6 S15. 
OBSERVATION PILOTS - "A" COURSE 
Expert -ierial Gunner as : 
end Lt. Fay R. Unthegrove, A. CG. 533. 25.6 | 108. 660.6 
end Lt. Herman F. Woolard, A.C. 537, . 49.8 . Ts 656.8 
Mr. Sgt. Samel J. Davis, 15th Obds.Sqdn. 552 15.6 a7. 654.6 
_, Aerial Sharpshooter 
2nd Lt. Bert P. Meyen, Air Reserve 432. 10. 97. 539, 
Captain Clearton H. Reynolds, A.C. 508 19.4 00 527.4 
Aerial Marksman of 
end Lt. James H. Gray, Air Res. 356. 23. 66. 445. 
end Lt. Irving R. Selby, A.C. 364, 11.4 46. 421.4 
end Lt. Carleton F. Davidson, Air Res. 519, 2.6 53. 374.6 
OBSERVERS - "A" COURSE 
_ Expert Aerial Gunner 
MAME . SCORES .. 
EVENT IV ZSVENT V_-: - TOTAL 
, end Lt. Fay R. Upthegrove, A.C. oa. 2 ~~ Cs. 
' Aerial Sharnshooter ~ . 
lst Lt. Frederick A. Johnson, A.C. 130. 368. «SC 498. 
Aerial Marksman 
end Lt. James H. Gray, Air Reserve _ 243. 163. 406. 
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IN MEMORIAL - ERNEST G. SCEMIDT, SECOND LIEUTENANT, _AIR CORPS 


=; SS SSS SS Oe SS ane Se 














It might seem in the Air Corps that one would “Yeouies so —" that the 
news of the passing of a brother officer "in line of duty" could be heard and 
quickly forgotten exce»t for the mere exoression of regret or yerhaps even the 
light remark that its "all in the game." Such, hovever, is far from being the 
casc. iach one snatched quickly from our ranks brings the same shock, tho 
samc heartache, the same fecling of loss that only-time can ease but can never 


- erase fvom our memories. "Boscoc," as ho was mow -to-his friends, was an of- 
- Picer and a gentleman in the strictest sonse of the: word. His conscientious 

‘ attention to detail and his inhorent sense of duty was’a jor to his senior of- 
- ficers and won the confidence of all who vorked with him and under'him. 


Licut. Schmidt with Licut. James M. Gillesvic and Staff Sergeants Capps 


- and Brommer, was in a Curtiss Condor B-2 enroute to Mexico City.. They had 
' taken off from Avgusta, Ga., the morning of December 4th and were but a few 


miles from Clearwator, Alabama, wher. one motor caught fire. Lieut. Gillesnie, 
who was flying the ship at the timc, was unable to find a place to land and 


' told the others to jum. Lieut. Schmidt's narachute opened just as he struck 
the ground. 


Lieut. Schmidt was born in the State of Now: souuey on May 18th, 1903. 


- Later he moved to Iowa, where he roceived an annointuent to the United States 
‘ Military Academy. He graduated from the Acadeny and was cormissioned a Second 
- Lieutenant -of Infantry on June 14, 1927. Transferred to the Air Corps on 

. September 13, 1927, he graduated fron the Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, 


Texas, in October, 1928. He had been stationed at lengley, Field since his © 


graduation from the Flying School. 


Lieut. Schmidt is survived by his wife, Mrs. Lorraiiie Samide, ‘end an 
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NATIONAL GUARD PILOTS HAVE TOUGH BATTLE WITH ELEMENTS 


During the month of November pilots of the 120th Observation Squadron, 
45th Division, Colorado National Guard, participated in the dedication of 
several new airports desvite handicaps imposed by severe weather conditions. 

On November 10th, Captain Ralph J. Hall, Lieuts. Cecil H. Braddick, Fred 
H. Junk and Sergeant C. C. Plank, took off from Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado, 
in two oc<—-H's for Alamosa to help in the dedication of an airport at the 
Governor's home town. On the same day Lieuts. McMillan and Parsons started 
for Sheridan, Wyoming, About the same time a real "he" blizzard must have 
started from the North Pole. Lieuts. McMillan and Parsons met it at Buffalo, 
Wyoming, thirty miles south of their destination, and promptly decided that 
it was nothing to fool with and sat down. ‘Those who flew south to Alamosa 
met the storm on the llth on their return journey. 

Captain Hall was able to get into Pueblo and a hangar, but Lieuts. Braddick 
and Junk were not so fortunate. ‘They put their ship down in a mile wide pasture 
near Walsenburg. Lieuts. McMillan and Parsons were able to return on the leth, 
covering the 370 miles in two hours and 40 minutes. Captain Hall and Sergeant 
Plank reached Denver on the 13th, but Lieuts.Braddick and Junk worked for two 
days before they were able to get the Liberty started in zero weather. They 
finally solved the difficulty by filling a fifty-gallon drum with boiling water 
at Pueblo, wrapping it in quilts and transporting it to the ship 35 miles away. 
On the third drink of hot water the motor started and two dog tired aviators 
were able to reach Denver. 

In addition to participating in the Siinicabten of the Alamosa Airport, 
three others were helped by the 120th Squadron, viz: at Delta, when Captain 
Carlos Roavis.ana Sergeant Schaefer flew there in an 02=H; at Sterling, where 
Major Bruce Kistler and Captain Hall officiated, and at Trinidad, which Capt. 
Reavis and Captain Keif visited. 

Lieuts. Braddick and Junk became so attached to each other during their 
strenuous trip to Alamosa that they tried another to Eads. This trip was more 
successful. They brought back fourteen ducks and six geese. 

---000--- 


ARMY AIRMEN MAP A NATIONAL FOREST IN NORTHWEST 


Based at the National Guard Airdrome, Spokane, Washington, for over three 
months, Lieut. Bobzien and three enlisted men from the 15th Photo Section sta- 
tioned at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., were engaged in 
photographic work for the U.S. Geological spain The project was mapping 
Newsome Quadrangle. 

A photo truck and an 02-H ship were used, having been sent from Crissy 
Field. <A German Hugershoff camera was used, and work was delayed waiting for 
the films to arrive from Germany. The worst forest fires ever known to the 
Northwest started soon after the arrival of the films, and this greatly hinder- 
ed photographic work. 

The Newsome Quadrangle is a piiomnt Forest, approximately 1200 miles in 
area. This stretch of country is very rough. About one-third of the project 
was completed. 

The National Guard of Washington aided greatly in caring for the airplane, 
through the kindness of lst Lieut. C. V. Haynes, Air Corps, Instructor for the 
Washington National Guard. : 

@-~-000--— 


A PROMOTION FOR MAJOR LADD 


An item of more than usual interest to Air Corns efficers is the appoint- 
ment of Major William F. Ladd, Commanding Officer, 43rd Division Aviation, as 
Adjutant General of the State of Connecticut, with the rank of Brigadier- 
General. The appointment becomes effective on January 1, 1930. Connecticut 
can now boast of having a flying Chief Executive and a Flying Adjutant General. 

General Ladd's successor as Commanding Officer »f the 43rd Division 
Aviation will be Captain Hubert E. Johnson, Air Corps, Connecticut National 
Guard, who will receive his oak leaves on January 1, 1930. 
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CHANGES IN PERSONNEL AT CRISSY FIELD 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


Several changes in organization personnel at Crissy Fielé; Presidio of 
San Francisco, Calif., were made last’ month. Lieut.-Colonel Brant was relieved 
of command of the 21st Observation Squadron and is now doing special duty with 
Corps Area Headquarters, _We understand that Colonel Brant will vroceed to . 
Mitchel Field for duty when his work is completed here. It is needless to state 
that the entire command. regrets seeitig "The Colonel" leave. We welcome our new 
Commanding Officer, Captain Walter F. Kraus, Air Corps; and already we are be- 
ginning to appreciate and like him, but we cannot forget "Our Colonel". ever.. 
This loss is not 8nly°felt by the members of the command, but by the entire 
civilian population of the San Francisco Bay area who in the last two years _ 
have learned to love "Gerry Brant." 

. The second big loss in our days out here is Captain David A. Myers, our 
Flight Surgeon. New individuals are always welcome at Crissy, and Major I.B. 
March, Medical Corns, the new Flicht Surgeon, apoears in our midst as of the 
finest, but it is nevertheless hard to give up those we cherish. Captain 
Myers during his tour of duty here has also made himself a well knowm figure 
on the Pacific Coast. His fine work in Blind Flying research, in which he es— 
tablished a stabilization of the pilot in Blind Flying, has won for him the | 
appreciation of most of the pilots of the West Coast, and it is only a matter 
of time now until the full extent of his tireless efforts will be sans through- 
out the pilot world. We. Bb int seeing "Doc" go. 

First Lieut. I. J. Villiams, Air Corps, recently transferred fcon March 
Field, is now in charge of Operations at Crissy. First Lieut. Harvey Prosser 
is our new Personnel Adjutant. Second Lieut. A.L. Smith, who recently returned 
from the: Communications School, ‘is now in charge of Communications at this 
field. We are hasxny to have =mitiy in our midst once again. 

~--000--= 


CADET TRAINING TO BE PICTURED IN MAGAZINE 


Tro representatives of the Popular Mechanics Magazine, Messrs. George 
Kratzner, Art Director for the magazine, and Jack Atkins, photogravher, were 
granted »,ermission to take a number of pictures apr toe gis to the life and 
training of a Flying Cadet at the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas. 

The magazine dedicated four editions during “the past year to the Military 


- and Naval Academies and now intends to feature the Air Corps flying schcols in 


either two'or cares issues, beginning in March or April, 1930. 
--- 000--~ 


PURSUITERS TO FLY TO SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, aND RETURN i 


iuthority was received from the Var Devartment to send-18 Pursuit and one 
Transport airplane from Selfridge. Field to Spokane, Washington, and return,over 
the. best available route, to terminate’ not later than February 1, 1930. 

First Lieut. Walter E. Richards, Air Corps, was selected as the Advance 
Agent for the: Spokane flight and denarted from Selfridge Field in a P-10 type 
ad Plane on November 2lst over the following route: 
Selfridge Ficld to St. Ignanee, to Blaney, Michigan; to Duluth, Minn.; to 

Grand Forks and Minot, North Dakota; to Glasgov, Great Falls and 
Kalispella, Montana. 

Spokane, Washington, to Selfridge Field, via Missoula, Helena, Butte and 
Billings, Montana; Miles City, Montana; Dickinson, Bismarck, Jamestown and Fargo, 
North Dakota; Minneapolis and Little Falls, Minnesota; Wausau, Wisconsin, and, 
Escanaba, Michigan. 

Almost ‘imm@diately after his denarture, Lieut. Richards encountered rain, 
sriow and fog. to such an extent that he was delayed continually at each landing 
plane. — The “snow finally became so dcen that on November 29th a set of skiis 
was shipned to Duluth, Minn., for installation whenever he arrived. Lieut. 
Richards ‘was. not able to get through to Duluth until Décember Srd. The follow- 
ing excerpt - ‘from one of the revorts submitted by Lieut. Richards conveys a 
better description of the exact conditions exnerienced by him eedies this early 
part.of the trip: 

"It started snowing here about 4:30 Tuesday and hasn't stonved yet. I 
have been to the flying field every day and the snow is getting higher and 
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higher. The snow is now up to the lower wings of my plane and drifting in as 
fast as the wind can blow it. The County Road Commission is: going to plough a 
runway here for my take-off and I am wiring ahead requesting another at Duluth 
for my landing." 

The News Letter Correspondent expresses the belief that Lieut. Richards 
will be able to step right along after the skiis are installed and that he will 
return safely before the Group is forced to take off to maintain the schedule 
as outlined. 


--+000--- . 
LIZUT. STRAUBEL JOINS THE CATERPILLAR CLUB y 


"The one new Pursuit job, P-6, has come and gone," says the News Letter 
Correspondent from Selfridge Field, Mich., adding that during a test flight on 
November 16th, just over the southwest ccrner of the flying field the plane 
caught fire and crashed to the ground. Lieut. Austin A. Straubel, Air Corps, 
pilot, jumped and made a successful and easy landing in his seat type parachute. 

The airplane was totally destroyed and the cause is’ as yet undetermined. 

All future deliveries of this type plane will be made through the Materiel 
Division at Wright Field, where further tests will be made before actual deliver- 
les are made to service organizations. 

In making his report covering his emergency parachute jump, Lieut. Straubel 


‘furnished the following information: 


"I straddled the side of the cockpit for some time guiding the ship with 
my right hand on the stick. When I was fully determined to leave the ship I 
continued to hold on to the stick, placed both feet on the wing step, faced the 
tail surfaces and dived off. The ship went into a nose dive and hit the ground 
past the vertical. 

I had been flying the ship for about fifteen minutes and was at the time 
engaged in acrobatics at an altitude of four thousand feet. The instruments 
showed no malfunctioning of the motor. I had done a slow roll below the 
horizon and then started one about 45 degrees above the horizon with an air 
speed of about 160 miles per hour and an engine speed of 2000 ~ 2100 r.p.m. A 
terrific vibration started just as I was leveling the ship out, and almost im 
mediately smoke and flame shot out from the cowling. I cut the motor and jerk- 
ed the fire extinguisher but could notice no effect. I brought the ship dom to 
an altitude of 2,000 - 2,500 feet, but thought it inadvisable at that point to 
stay with it. Oil on my person and an inspection of the salvaged motor clearly 
showed that a connecting rod had snapped and gone through the crankcase. 

There was no umsual physieal sensation experienced during the time prior 
to the opening of the chute. I retained sense of orientation and could tell 
my position in falling. The chute gave considerable of a jerk as it opened and 
sent me to an upright position. The drop was very pleasant and the landing not 
difficult. No reaction afterwards." 
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PHILIPPINE CITIZENS GIVE THANKS TO THE AIR CORPS 


The Municipal Council of Infanta, Tayabas, P.I., recently forwarded to the 
Commanding Officer of Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., an excerpt copy of Resolution 
No. 130, current series, adonted by that body, as follows: 

RESOLUTION NO. 130. 

The President submitted before the council, the note dated September 7, 
1929, dropped from an army airplane, stating therein that relief would arrive 
in this town on the 8th instant by boat, with supplies and food. 

AFTER DELIBERATION, On’motion of councilor Azcarraga, seconded by council- 
or Penamante, the Municipal Council of Infanta, Tayabas, resolved to adopt the 
following resolutions: 

WHEREAS, the United States Army Air Corps in its interest to extend imme- 
diate aid to the flood and typhoon stricken people of this municipality sent 
in two-airplanes to see the real-condition of the place and caused to be dropped 
in a note which meant to said »eople consolation, hope and life; 

WHEREAS, the people of this municipality recognize this as an act done in 
the name of humanity and Christian democracy, and cannot but feel grateful, 
first to the Divine Providence, and second, to all ‘Officials and Organizations 


whose hearts spell mercy, kindness and justice; 
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THEREFORE, be it resolved, ‘as it is hereby resolved: 

That the Municipal Council of Infanta, Tayabas, should exnress as it 
does heroby exoréss, in the name of the neople of the municinality its most 
profound gratitude and thanks to the United States Army Air Corss, to all 
Officials who have always been and are helpful in things for the good and wel- 
fare of this municipality, and to all organizations whose work and aid have 
greatly improved the condition of the neonle of the mnicinality; 

RESOLVED, further, that covies of this resolution be sent by the secretary 
to all concerned for thcir understanding. 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED. 


---000--- 
LIZUT. MELVILLE GOES TO CUBAN CAPITAL 


Lieut. Phillips Melville, Air Cor's, —s left % Tright Piola, Dayton, 
Ohio, for Washington, to report for temporary duty in the Office of the 
Assistant Chief of Staff. Upon the completion of certain instructions await- 
ing him there, Licut. Melville will go to Havana, Cuba, to serve as Assistant 
Military. Attache for Air. 

Licut. Melville has been at Vright Ficld working unon a svecial project 
since last December. Prior to that time his station was Langley Field, where 
he had been active. in all bombardment ‘projects. He came into the Air Corps in 
1917, and was sent almost immediately to Italy, for his’ preliminary and ete 
ed flying training. 

In 1918, Lieut. Melville we t to Euglan¢c to attend the RA.F. School of 
Aerial Navigation at Wrothy Dowms, Vinchester; then.to Stonhenge for a course 
in night bombardment. Ho has served at various ficlds in the United States 
and in 1926 graduated from the Air Corns Mmgineering School at McCook Field. 

Lieut. Melville has specialized in bombardment flying. 
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SUB- cRaD OBSERVATION CAR TESTED 


The Matericl Division at Vright Field, Dayton, Ohio, recently conducted 
what is believed to. be tho first successful exocrimont in America with a Sub- 
Cloud Observation Car sus ended from a dirigible in flight. Such a car was 
successfully used by the Zo-ywelins on numerous bombing raids during the war, 
when conditions wore favoreble for its employment. 

The uso of an observation car yormits the airship to fly in or above the 
clouds where it is hidden from view of the ground, while the obdserver in the 
car, lowered by means of a cablo below the~clouds, directs the airship's 
flight. The cable holding the observation car contains a gg aca core, by 
means of which cormunication is maintained with the airshin's crew through a 
voice telephone. For emergency a mechanical signaling device can be used. At 
the present time an ordinary cantive balloon type telephone system is used, in 
which the observer at all times has his headset attached and renorts direct to 
the pilot of the airship above. 

It is considered »vossible that this arrangement, somewhat modified, can 
be used in the future, not only. for bombing operations but for assisting: all 
types of dirigibles to land in fog.’ Needless to say, it can be used on dirig+ 
ibles for eny tyne of special observation, including special photography where 


cloud ccilings vermit cover for the airsnip. 


“~ The car was recently demonstrated by the 19th Airship Commany at Langley 
Field, Va., comment by the Langiey Field Corres nondent being as follows: 

"\ flight for the rursose of testing the sub-cloud observation nacelle was 
flown on Jovember 5th. The nacelie is used for observation work while the air- 
ship remains above the clouds, the.nacelle with the observer aboard being let 
dorm below the clouds by means of a cable and windless. Results of the. test 
were vory satisfactory; in fact, better than was exvected. . It was feared that 
the nacelle ‘rolld have a tendenc; to revolve after being. lovered, but this has 
been yravented by the design of the rear end which acts as an automatic rudder. 

: ---000--—" 


Furst Lieut. Uzal G. Int, who recently completed the course of instruction 
at the Navigation School at Vright Field, Dayton, Ohio, returned to Langley 
ome Va.e, and was assigned to the 19th: ‘Lirshin Company for duty. 
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CRISSY FIELD PILOTS COOPERATE VITH OTHER BRANCHES OF SERVICE 


Much time has been devoted recently by the pilots at Crissy Field, 
Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., to cooncrative work with other branches of 
the service. -.An.02-H airplanc, with 2nd Lieut. Frank H. Barber, Air Reserve, 
as pilot, and.2nd Licut. G. VW. Hanson, Air Corns, as observer, has been at the 
cortjlete disposal of the Harbor Defenses for an entire month. ‘The work has 
been that of aerial position finding of targets invisible from the battery and 
shore stations. So far the results obtained apnear most satisfactory. 

Joint Army and Navy cormmnications exercises were carried out at Fort 
Rosecrans, San Diego. Lieut. T.J. Meyer, Air Corps, and Licuts. J.R.Hargrove, 
N. B. Jenkins and A.B. Chapman, Air Reserve, were engaged in the exercises. 
Contacts have also been made with the 30th Infantry, Presidio of San Francisco; 
llth Cavalry and the 76th Ficld Artillery at Monterey, Calif. These coopera- 
tive missions, aside from being excellent training for observation personnel, 
furnish excellent opportunities to estatlish better understanding between 
Air Corps personnel and those of the other branches, and the News Letter Cor- 
res ondent states that it is unfortunate that the shortage of equipment does 
not allow of more time being. devoted to the work. 

---000~—~ 


FRANCE FIELD BAD PROVES A VALUABLE ORGANIZATION 


According to the News Letter Corrcs»vondent, the France Field Band, since 
it was organized in 1927, has proved that it has a definite value in the life 
of an Air Corps station. Not only is the band used in every acrial review and 
inspection, but for social functions, concerts at France Field and other posts, 
and as help at baseball games and boxing bouts. Under the capable direction 
of Varrant Officer Archanbeault, the band maintains a high standard and works 
as many hours and as hard as any organization on the field. 
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LANGLEY BOMBERS FLY TO MIAMI, FLA., AND-ROTURN 

Major Hugh J. Knerr, leading a flight of three "Condors," one LB-7 and 
one LB-10, left Langley Ficld, Va., on November 3rd for Miarli, Fla. Four of 
the five bombing planes wore flowm on-the return trip, the flight leaving 
Miami at 6:00 a.m., Novembor 13th, and arriving at Langley Ficld at 7:00 pn. 
that evening. r? 

The trin was marred by one serious accident when the LB-10, which was 
piloted by Lieut. Marion Hugzins and Captain C.E. Rust, crashed shortly after 
taking, off from Miami. Sergeants Taylor and Weeks, who were riding in the 
rear of the ship, were seriously injured, but the two pilots escaped unhurt. 
The crash is said to have been due to a faulty gas line. Lieut. Huggins re- 
turned to Langley with the flicht, Captain Rust remaining in Miami to salvage 
the wrecked ship. Sergeants Wocelts and Taylor were in a hospital at Miani for 
two weeks. 
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WASHINGTON NATIONAL GUARD SQUADRON CONDUCTS INTERESTING TRAINING PROGRAM 


The National Guard Squadron, 4lst Division, Air Servico, Spokane, Wash., 
has its schedule of fall training well under way. This training is at »resent 
occupying most of the yersonnel's spare moments. The corresnondence course 

“for officers this year, Man Reading and Sketching, is proving one of the most 
interesting courses so far scheduled. This work is outside of the drill train- 
ing period, which this fall includes lectures and flying missions involving 
general observation, artillery adjustment, redio corrmnication, aerial cumery, 
lectures in connection with the general orresyondence course plan, infantry 
drill, and other subjects. 

The noncormissioned ortion of the enlisted personnel are kept busy with 
the worl: outlined in the noncormissioned officers school, held Tuesday at the 
field (Felts Tield, Snokane, Yash.) Liout, Holter is directly responsible for 
most of the work of the school, and is presenting his subjects in such a 
thorough and valuable manner that the enrollment includes a large nunber of 
privates, who may attend at their ontion. Most of the student flyers at the 
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neichboring cormercial cormanies join the Squadron because of the attractive 
ground school work that is opened to them in this way. The eight months! basic 
course includes aerodynamics, theory of flight, instruments, the airplane, 
engines, and allied subjects. Upon successful cormletion of the basic course 
the student graduates to the advanced course, which fits hin for examination for 
initial commission, covering map reading and sketching, meteorology, navigation, 
radio, pyrotechnics, cormunication, machine guns, basic infantry drill, infantry 
organization, manual of courts martial, etc.. 

The officer personnel was increased by the commissioning ef Lieuts. Lawrence 
Heral and George E. Hallett, both experienced flyers, who should prove efficient 
Air Service officers. The enlisted strength of the organization is usually com 
plete, with a waiting list of men desiring to join the squadron. 

During the last month, much of the flying training of the officers was con~ 


‘ centrated on the method of ‘picking up messages from the ground. The fact that 


drills are scheduled Sunday morning, and the unusually favorable weather condi- 
tions this year, has resulted in greater progress than usual in the scheduled 
flying training. 

--~000--— 


AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ACTIVITIES AT CRISSY FIELD 


Orders were received from the War Department for the photographic personnel 
at Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., to map the Columbia River 
from Pasco, Washington, to the Canadian Border. ‘This work is to be done for 
the U.S. Geological Survey. 

Several small mosaics around the San Francisco Bay region have been made 
for the District Engineer's Office. 

4A new mosaic of San Francisco was just completed and will be laid down 
during the winter months. — 

---000--- 


JOINT ARMY - NAVY EXERCISES 
The Secretary of War and Secretary of the Navy recently issued instructions 


that five minor joint Army and Navy exercises be conducted according to the fol~ 
lowing schedule: 











PLACE TIME ‘Naval Forces Particivating 
Panama Feb. 25 - March 10° Battle Fleet 
Philippines To be arranged by Asiatic Fleet 


Army and Navy com~ 
manders concerned. 
Hawaii To be arranged by Naval Forces based on Pearl 
Army and Navy com Harbor. 
manders concerned. 


Harbor Defenses of Long May, 1930. Scouting Fleet. 
Island Sound, 
Harbor Defenses of San July, 1930. Battle Fleet. 


Francisco. 





‘The Commanding Generals of the Panama Canal, Philippine and Hawaiian De- 
partments, and the First and Ninth Corps Areas, Major Generals Malin Craig, 
Douglas MacArthur, Fox Cozmner, Preston Brown and John L. Hines,: respectively, 
will arrange for these exercises with the Naval Commanders concerned. They will 
be drarn up with a view to testing existing defense projects and plans, to solv- 
ing the problems presented in the coordination of the action of air, anti~air- 
craft and harbor defense forces of the Army in the defense against the elements 
of an attadcing fleet; to improving the tactics and technique of the defense 
arms; and to developing efficient commnication and team work among all the 
elements of the defending forces. In addition, they will afford an opportunity 
to develop efficient communication and cooperation between harbor defense forces 
and the naval patrols of these forces which are furnished by the Naval Districts. 

The exercises will continue day and nicht, actual war conditions being 
simlated as far as practicable. Posts will be darkened at night so that they 
will not offer a good target for the Naval forces. Simulated air combats be- 
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tween the two air forces will occur.: It is expected that the exercises will 
greatly assist in the solution of the many problems which arise in connection 
with joint action of the Army and the Navy in coast defense. 

~---000--— 


TAR DEPARTMENT ONDERS AFFECTING AIR CORPS OFFICERS 


Changes of Station: Ist Lieut. Harold L. Clark from Office Chief of the 
Air Corps, Washington, to Air Corps Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas. 

Major Ralph Royce, Selfridge Field,. Mich., to Office Chief of Staff, 
Washington, D.C., effective June 30, 1930. 

Orders assigning lst Lieut. Frarklin 0. Carroll, Wright Field, to Hawaiian 
Department, revolzed. 

lst Lieut. Phillips Melville, Langley Field, to Havana, Cuba, for duty 
as Assistant Military attache for Air. 

Captain Lester T. Miller, Scott Field, Ill. to Langley Field, Va., about 
Jamuary 15, 1930, 

Upon completion of present tour of duty in the Philipoines, following- 
named officers to proceed to following stations for duty: 

end Lieut. George L. Murray to Brooks Field, Texas. 

end Lieut. Wilfred J. Paul to March Field, Riverside, Calif. 

Captain Charles M. Savage to Rockwell Field, Coronado, Calif. 

ist Lieut. Park Hollend to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 

lst Lieut. Alfred Lindewurs to Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 

Upon completion of tour of cuty in Panaina, Ist Lieut. Clarence F.Horton 
to Mexwell Field, Alabama, for duty. 

Upon completion of tour of duty in Hawaiian Department, lst Lieut. James 
E. Shively to Langley Field, Va. 

Following officers to proceed to Philipzines for duty, sailing from New 
York about May 7, 1920: lst Lieuts. Will W. White and Raymond C. Zettel from 
Wright Field, Davton, Ohio; lst Lieut. Leslie F. Young and 2nd Lieut. A.J 
Kerwin Malone from Langley Field, Va. 

Captain Edward C. Black, Rockwell Field, to duty:in Philippines, sailing 
from San Francisco about Mey 29, 193 

Captain Otto G. Trunk, Sen ‘Antonio Air Devot, to Panama, sailing from 
New York about Avril 18, 1930. ; 

lst Lieut. Lester J. Maitland, Office of Assistant Secretary of War, 
Washington, to Air Corps Training Center, Tuncan Field, Texas. 

end Lieut. Reuben Kyle, Jr., Air Corns Training Center,. Duncan Field, 
Texas, to Fors Leavenworth, Kansas, for duty with Air Corps detachment. 

lst Lieut. John WV. Warren, upon comoletion course of instruction at Air 
Corps Technical School, Chemte Ficld, to Hawaiien Deyartment, sailing from 
New York about May 28, 1930. 

Transferred to Air Coros November 21, 1929, with rank June 9, 1928; 

end Lieutenants George WV. Mundy, Norris E. Harbold and Roscoe C. Wilson, 
Field Artillery; Edgar A. Sirmyer, Jr., Arthur T. Meehan and Allen W. Reed, 
Infantry; Frederic’: L. Anderson, Jr., Cavalry; ond Iicut. Robert K. Taylor, 
Infantry; end Lieut. Georre F. Smith , Infantry, 4.V.P. Anderson, Jr. pone 

Relieved from Cetail to Air Corns: end Lieut. Dale J. Kinnee to 4th 
Infantry, Fort Missoula, Montana. 

end Lieut. James J. Mathews, to SOth Infantry, Presidio of San Francisco. 

end Lieut. Lionel T. R. Trotter to 4th Infantry, Fort Lincoln, N.D. 

end Lieut. Paul V7. Cararay to 7th Infantry, Fort Howard, Md. 

eud Lieuts. Laurence N. Buck, James J. Fitzgibbons, Robert V. Smith, 
and Wm. F. Stevenson to Infantry, 2nd Division, Fort Sam Houston, Texas 

end Licut. James M. Cavin, Infantry, to 25th Infantry, Camp Harry J. Jones, 
Douglas, Arizona. 

Captain Lowell M. Riley, to Field Artillery, 2nd Division, Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. 

end Lieut. Lester §. Bork to 16th Infantry, Fort Waneworse New York. 

Reserve Officers assiznaed to ective duty to ry 30. 19303 

end Licut. Sheldon B. Yoder, slmont, Mich., Selfridge Fela, Mich. 

end Licut.. Norman 3B. Olsen, Chicago, Iil., ‘ce " Selfridae Field, Mich. 

end Lieut. Wm. Christy Bryan, Jr., Dallas, Tex. to Fort Sill, Okla. 

end Lieut. Robert Wm. Goetz, Riverside, Calif. to Rockwell Field, Calif. 
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TWO MARCH FIELD OFFICERS MEET DEATH IN CRASH 


All March Field was deeply gricved to hear of the deaths of end Lieuts. 
John Q. Adams end Richard H. Gilley, Air Corss, who were killed in an airplane 
accident near Glove, Arizona, on the morning of December 7th. Lieut. Adams as 
pilot and Lieut. Gilley, 1s observer, took off from March Ficld on the morning 
of December 5th in an Cé-K airniane to participate in a training cross-country 
to Globe, Arizona. Taey tool off on the return flight to March Field on the 
morning of Decomber 7th. A fow miles west of Globe, they exverienced some 
mechanical trouble aud were forced down. In attempting to make a landing ina 
field, their plane hit some hirh tension wires on the edge of the field. They 
fell to the ground anc the plane immcdiately caught fire. 

Both Lieuts. Adams and Gilley had been in the service for only about two 
years. They were graduates of the Air Corns Advanced Flying School, and were 
considered excellent pilots. Both were on duty at the Primary Flying School at 
March Field as flying instructors. They enjoyed the utmost confidence and 
respect of all the personnel of March Field, being men of stellar character 
and wonderful personality. Through their untimely deaths, the Air Corps in 
particular, and the service in general, has lost two excellent young officers. 

--- 000--- 


AIR CORPS PLANES VISIT M&XICO 
-A flight of four airplanes, under the command of Major C.L. Tinker, Assis- 


tant Commandant of the Advanced Flying School, took off from Kelly Field, Texas, 
on December 7th for Mexico City, to take part in the six-day Mexico Aviation 


Celebration which started on December 10th. 


Major Tinker headed the party in a P-l Pursuit plane. <A second Kelly 
Field plane was an O2—-H, Observation, piloted by Licut. H.K. Ramey, senior in- 
structor of the Observation Section, who was accompanied by Master Sergeant 
‘Leo P. Crevier. 

The Kelly Field planes were joined by an LB-7 Keystone Bomber from Langley 
Field, and an A-3 Attack plane from Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. The 
Bomber was piloted by Licuts. Marvin Burnside and Marion Higgins, accompanied 
by Sergeant H. L. West and Corporel Plato Miller, mechanics. The Attack plane 
was piloted by Lieut. Julius T. Flocl:, accompanied by Sgt. H.L. Licheay. 

The planes remained at Brownsville Satvrdey night and at Tampico on the 
night of December 8th. ‘They arrived at Mexico City on the afternoon of 
December 9th. The return trip was scheculed to be made following the close of 
"Aviation Week" on December 15th. 

---000--~— 


KELLY FOOTBALL TEAM AGAIN TIES THE 23RD INFANTRY 


A crowd of 5,000 saw the Kelly Field end 23rd Infantry football teams 
battle to a scoreless tie in San Antonio on December 8th. The first game of 
the series for the championship of the 8th Corps Area failed to settle the 
question of supremacy. There was considerable doubt in the mind of every 
spectator as to which of the two husky teams is the better after their second 
tie game of the season. The scoreless deadlock had been preceded by a 6 to 6 
game, mud battle, played at Kelly Field severel weelcs before. 

In first dowms and yards gained, the Infentry cutgained Kelly. In actual 
scoring opoortunities, Kelly had the uwnper hond, playing the entire first half 
and a considerable part of the second in the Iafantry's half of the field. Well 
placed punts, splendidly covered, and a tendoncy ou-the part of the Infantry 
to fumble, all contrituted towards keeping the bell well down in the edrd's 
territory. Kelly was three times inside the Infantry's tewyard line, but 
could not make the needed yardage. Kelly made an attempt at a field goal in 
the last quarter but missod the try. 

The Infantry made a desverate effort in the closing minutes of the game, 
but time was against them. 

The teams are scheduled to play off the two ties on December 15th. The 
Winner of this game will »lay the winner of the Fort Crockett and Ist Infantry 
game for the Corps Area Championship. 
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NOTES FROM. ATR CORPS ‘FIELDS 
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Wright Field, Dayton, Ohic, November 30th. 





Major-General Frank Parker, Commanding General of the 6th Corps Area, with 
headquarters at Chicage, Was a visiter at Wright Field early in November. 
Captain Early Duncan piloted General Parker's plane. 

Captains. St.Clair Streett, Gale Breene, Lieuts. J.P. Richter and H.W. An- 
derson took part in an exhibition and flying demonstration recently held at 
Nerton Field for the Reserve Officers Centact Camp. 

Lieut. Charles A. Ross arrived from Chanute Field for duty at Wright © 
Field and was assigned to the Power Plant Branch. 

Captain Lowell Smith,, on a recent visit to the Materiel Division, was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for his pioneering werk in refueling 
of airplanes while in flight. The presentation teck place in the Wright Field 
auditorium and was made by. General B. D. Foulois. Officers and civilians of 
the Field were in attendance. Captain Smith, scme time age, received the Dis- 
tinguished Service.Medal fer his part in the Reund-the-Werld Flight. 

Captain, Frank 0'D. Hunter was a recent visitor at the Division, flying 
a P-l in from Belling Field. 

Captain Morris Berman, who, has served at Wright Field and Fairfield since 
1926, left for his new post, Duncan Field, San Antonio, Texas, on November 15. 
Unlike? many of the flying officers, Captain Berman's service. with the Army 
Starts far back in prewar days... He entered as a private in Infantry in 1912. 
In the next five years he moved - through the grades of corporal, sergeant, 
regimental supply sergeant and 2nd Lieutenant, which commission he received 
.in 4917.. In that year he was transferred to the Aviation Section of the Sig-~ 
nal Corps. He will be greatly missed at Wright Field. 

R Captain W.E.Kepner and Lieutenant A.J.lyon flew to Akron, Ohio, on Novem— 
be 7th to represent the Division at.the Master Ring Laying Ceremony of the 

1.$, Airship ZRS-4, the six-and-a-half million cubic foot dirigible being 
coastructed for the Navy. 


‘Warrant Officer M. J. ‘Burley returned from a two-months! leave of absence 
spent with relatives in Dean, Iowa and Kansas City. 

Lieut..Frederic B. Glantz berg reperted for duty on November 1lth and was 
sdbenak to- the. Equipment Branch of the Experimental Engineering Section. His 
former station was Mitchel Field, New York. 

Major James L. Hatcher, of the office Chief of Ordnance, Washington, came 
to the Field, November. 1th aael contqrence with armament officers concerning 
aircraft armament. 

Lieut. Leroy Wolfe upon returning from a thirty days' leave of absence, 
went to Washington to attend a conference on radio installation in aircraft, 
held. by. the Aeronautics Branch. of the Department of Commerce. 

Capt. ‘R.G. Breen left on. November 22nd to ferry a Prestone-cocled 0-25 
airplane to..the _plant..6f the Douglas Compaiiy; Santa Monica, Calif. Lieut. 

L. A.. _ Lawson, . post adjutant, accompanied Capt. Breene, 

-Brig,-General Edward L, King, General’ Staff, Washington, D.C., came to 
the Field by. plane on November. 18th for cénference with General Feulois. Maj. 
Brooks, Capts. Wad. Flood and. Willis Hale accompanied General King. 

Major Hugh Mitché11, Signal” Corps Radio Officer stationed at the Materiel 
Division, left ,. by. Tail’ for New York on Nevember 22nd. to attend a meeting on 
aircraft. radio . at the- Western El ectric Commany. . . 

Major. Leslie MacDill, Who. ‘has been absent from’ ‘the Field on a two months! 
leave, returned on ‘November. 24th. to resume his duties. _ The leave was spent 
-in. NewYork City.. 

Lieut..James H, “Doolittle. paid « a brief visit to Wright Field on November 
25th, landing at 3:50 in the afternoon and leaving for. Washington at 8:40 
next morning. |. 

“About. forty, menbers. ‘of the. Woman's Aeronautical kissociation of Dayton, 
the newly formed chapter of thé Naticnal Asscciation,. visited the field on 
November 26th, following..a luncheon held at Fairfield, and were shown through 
vie laboratories of. the Materiel ‘Division by several of the Field's officers. 
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Rockwell Field, Corcnado, Calif., December end. 





Regular training schedule of the 11th Bombardment Squadron was resumed 
at Rockwell Field recently, after having been grounded for three weeks for the 
purpose of making alternations to previde safety from fire. Exhausts on the 
Bombers were extended back over the end of the planes‘instead of. coming .out 
over the Wings as heretofore, thereby reducing fire hazard. 

Major Cerl Spatz, Commanding Officer, 7th Bombardment Group, and Cant. 
H.M. Elmendorf, Commanding Officer, 95th Pursuit Squadron, departed, via air, 
in two P-12's, November 22nd, en route..for Langley Field, Virginia, via Dayton, 
Ohio. While at Langley Field, these officers weet ateend conference on Pursuit 
Aviation to be held at that place. ; 

Major K. Taramoto, Assistant Military in taiailn, Imperial Japanese: Embassy, 
Was a visitor at Reckwell Field, November 26th. While here Major Taramoto was 
extended post courtesies by the Post Commander, Major A.L. Sneed. 

Major Byron Q. Jones. Was a recent visitor at Rockwell Field, passing 
through here en route to March Field. Major Jones inspected civilian flying 
activities in the vicinity of San Diego during his visit. 

Owing to ‘the death of the Secretary of War, Honorable Jenioe W. Good, the 
large dance planned by the Officers' Club, Rockwell Field, for November 27th, 
was indefinitel: postponed. ; ; 

The llth Bombardment Squadron ninth e5th Pursuit Squadron were hosts to the 
Officers and their wives of Rockwell Field at an elaborately prepared Thanks- 
giving Dinner. T.e mess halls. were aporopriately decorated for the occasion. 

Lieut. B.R. Dallas returned to duty at.Rockwell Air Depot, November 29th 
from Walter Reed General ere where he had been under observation: and 
treatment. 

Lieut. Odas Moon returned 6: Rockwell Field, November 25th, after complet— 
ing four months' detached service at. Wright Field, Ohio, pursuing. a course in 
Aerial Navigation. Lieut. Moon, .in.addition re his other duties, was appoint— 
ed Assistant Post Operations Officer and 0.1.¢. Organized -Reserves. 

Capt. Robert G. Breene arrived at Rockwell Field, December ist, by air, 
from Wright Field, for purpese of conferring with the Commanding Officer res or 
garding exhaust installaticns on.the.LB-7 airplanes and air.intakes on the: 
Wasp engines installed in P-12 airplanes. Capt. Breene left this field, Decem— 
ber 2nd, to visit the Douglas Comany, Santa Mcnica, Calif. 

Rockwell Field reports the receipt of one Tractor Crawler, ie "Cletrac", 
model Ne. 20, from the Cleveland Tratter Company. This tractor will be used on 
the flying line fcr use of the squadrons. al le 





Crissy Field, Presidio cf San Franciscc, Calif., November 29th. 


On November 8th the officers ef the Pest and their wives, the bachelor ~ 
efficers and their friends attended a dinner dance at Taits-at-the-Beach.: The 
affair had been planned as a farewell »arty te Cclenel and Mrs. G.C. Brant, Air 
Cerps, and Capt. and Mrs. David A. Myers, Medical Corps, Flight Surgeon, bat 
the receipt cf last minute crders made it a farewell tc Capt. and Mrs. Myers 
and a rejeicing ever, net lesing Ccl. and Mrs. Brant, whe are tc be with us, 
altheugh net en duty at Crissy Field, fcr seme time yet. As is usual at Air 
Cerps ‘parties, nc cne seemed tc get any mere than the highest enjeyment cut ef 
the affair. Silly functicns,these Air Cerps parties, eh,what? 

Big game week - Stanford vs. Califernia - was the eccasicn fer an influx 
inte Crissy cf many cf the flyable airplanes in the Ccrps Area and a number of, 
Navy planes as well. The Crissy Field bachelcrs were busily engaged cver the 
week end in trying tc chisel rides in P-12's, 02-K"S, F-4B's and-what nct. 

end Lieut. Hillfcerd R. Wallace, Washingtcn Naticnal Guard, Phcetcgraphic 
Officer, repcrted fcr extended active duty.and was attached tc the Phcte Secticn 
as Assistant Phetegraphic Officer. He completed the course in Aerial weno ~ 
raphy at the Technical School, Chanute Field, last June. 

Tech. Sgt. Raymond A. Stcckwelll reported: for duty from the Philippine 
Islands, taking the place of Mr.Sgt. W.R. Klutz, who was transferred to the 
Philippine to relieve him. . 

Staff Set. ‘O'Callaghan, temporarily detailed to: Ft. Lewis as Ait dates 
Instructor in Photography, recently returned to Crissy Field. 
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Crissy Field, Pre si Adio of San. Francis C2 eT aanaeonroe 





Berber, Air Reserve, and lig 72. Harerove oe ve mg Sandaih iss  Hith the 
6th Coast Artillery at Fort Barry has »roduced excellent results. In’ this worl 
Lieut. Barber devised a new instrument -for.target position findings from a plane 
of targots hidden from the battery, and so far in’vractice accurate sonsings 
have been obtained. As soon as. clear. weather ajpears, actual firing on. a sea 
target will be carried out. 

On December Oth the second cooperative problem for the year with. the 76th 
Field Artillery was carried out at Monterey, Calif., 2nd Lieuts. E.V. Pettis, 
Air Reserve, acting as pilot and W.A. Fonander, Air Corps, as observer. . Flying 
conditions were extremely bad, and on the return trip Lieut. Fenander furnished 
mach amusement for the boys in his attermts to land on Crissy with a 30-mile 
cross wind and boiling air currents aiding and abetting him. Aside “from, the mo- 
mentary armsement furnished the spectators, it is in truth often a matter’ of 
serious concern ag;to what form of approach a pilot must use to get into Crissy, 
and Lieut. Fenander. proved hinseld equal. to. the occasion by finally, setting his 
P-2H down in spite of h- and high weathor. 

ar. Alberto Gomez Zarato, Minister of War, Marizie and Aviation of the ‘ 
Republic of El Salvador, accompanied by Lieut.-Col.. Dengler, Assistant Chief of 
Staff. (G2). of the 9th Corps Area, visited Crissy Field on November. 29th. » The 
Doctor impressed us with his wide scope of knowledge on subjects. pertaining to 
aviation. A flight over, the bay region had been arranged for hin, but poor 
flying conditions interfered. 

Eric Nelson dronned in to say hello ‘t “to the gang the other day. | Eric not 
only looks prosperous these days but, from all accounts, is more than successful 
in his capacity as General Sales Manager for Bocing. © hey ' 

Emory Bronte and George Dixon looked us over recently. The Associated 
Boeing job is busy these day s gathering data for the compilation of new Airways 
Map and Directory. Bronte promises that it will be the best of its kind yet to 
be turned out. 

Flying condition 1s for the lattor part of Novenber,ond the first ea December 
have beon Tether ‘poor = smoke end fog have mado at extromely difficult for 
routine works |-):.:° i 
; on December» ou, ‘ona ‘Shenk: Nelson D. Jenkins, Air. ‘Reserve, .a and end Licut. 
J. Cavagnaro, Air Reserve, atte med the funeral of 2nd Tieut. Clarence Price, 
Air. Reserve, who vas recently. killed at. Van neouver, Washington... Licut. Price was 
buried at his birthylace, Hea elisbarg, Calif. . ee as 


San ate Air ‘ae Danaes. Field, Tozas, Decenber Lith. 





Bricgadier-General Edward L. King, Assistant Chief” “of Staff; G3; “ana ‘iis 
John B. Brooks; Air Corjs, General Staff, of the Office of the. Chief of: Staff, 
Gd, spaia a vis it..of insvection at this Dexot on November 15th, in counéetion 
with thoir tour of ins noction of various activitics in this area, They. were 
accomanied on their visit to this Denot by Brigadier-General F.P. Lehn,‘ Com- 
manding General of the dir Corps Training Center. 

Lieut. Iucas V. Beau, Jr., Air.Corys Instructor with the Colorado ‘National 
Guard at Donver,. visited the Depot Novenibor eath to 26th, bringing in an 02-H 
for overhaul, | : 

Lieut, W.B. Clark, of March Field, arrived here Nov. 25th’ to obtain’ and 
ferry back to his home station a DHRMe22 plane, leaving here on the 27th. 

Major L.H. Brereton, Commanding Officor of Air Corps troogs at Fort Sill, 
Okla.,: visited hero Dec. 5th and 6th, ~iloting an O2-plane for’ overhaul and — 
returnins by rail. 

The nisrode among the saiaenin of this. akketon have. been availing them 
selves of weo't+end hunting parties this season in ths ozcelient gene regions of 
this section of the country, reporting reasonably good success with deer, . 
turkey, ctc. The fishing also scems rs afford satiste:cory results this year. 

Tie Ingincering Department éf the Depot has been kegping up its end in the 
Overhaul and repair of airjlanes and engines during October and November, viz: 
October: Airplanes, overhaul ~ 24-3, 3. Do-4é1, 2.DE-4162, 1 DH-4M-2K, 2°02, 

2 02—C, 1 02-3, 1 02-M3,.1 Pl-A, 1 21-8, 2 PI-F, 1-PV-9A, 1*PV-9C, 1, PH-9D, 
7 P13, 3 PLZA, 1 X1-A, total. 32.. “Airslanes, mis sceilaneous renair.~ 1 A-3, 
1 @1, 1 02, 3 O2-H, 2 =. 1 PT-3A, 1 XPT-5, total 10. Engines, . major; over- 
haul ~ 27 Curtiss ble, 3 Vrizht J-5, total 30. Engines, minor overhaul: 80 
Liberty, 4 Curtiss. D212, os Tright J~5, “total, 88. 
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intends to win, 


November} Airplanes, overhaul) B Ae3; 3 ABA, 2 LB-5, 1 DAM 2, 3 DE-4uer, 
1 02, 1 O2-A, 4 O2-H, 3 Pl-D, 2 Pl-F, 3 PRG, 3 PL-BA, total, 29. Airnlanes, 
miscellaneous repair: 2 1-3, 1 o2-H, 1 PleA, 1 PRA, total, 5. Engines, major 
overhaul: 23 Curtiss D-12, 18 Wright J~5, total, 41. Engines, minor overhaul, 
38 Liberty. : 3 


March Field, Riverside, Calif., December 12th. 





While servicing a DH airplane, a static spark caused the gasoline to ignite. 
The plane was a total loss, despite the earnest efforts of the fire department 
to extinguish the blaze. Fortunately, no one was in the plane at. the time. 

The first real Santa And wind storm of the season hit March Field on Nov. 
26th. The dust was so thick that flying had to be called off. It was impos- 
sible to see fifty yards beyond the hangar line. Then the wind blows around 
here, it sure does blow. 

Major B.Q. Jones, Air Corzs, dropped into March Field en route from 
Rockwell to Crissy. 

On the evening of November 27th, the officers of March Field gave their 
monthly hop in the Officers' Club. It was attended by a large gathering. 
Several dinner parties were given prior to the hop. 

Major Teronato of the Jaxanese Army inspected the Field on December ord. 

He appeared mich interested in the work being done here. 

Coming in to land in a DH on the March Field airdrome on the morning of 
December 3rd, Flying Cadet Aaron W. Mason failed to see Lieut. Cumberpatch in a 
PT under him, and as a result landed on top of him. Very fortunately, no one 
was seriously hurt. Lieut. Cumberpatch received a few bruises and was tempora- 
rily knocked out. 

Captain A.B. McDaniels arrived by air from Kelly Field on December 11th, 
returning to his home station the next day. 


France Field, Panama Canal Zone, December 9th. 





The Department Mess Management School has closed until after the Maneuver 
period. The last officer graduated from France Ficld is Lieut. Robert B. 
Williams, who is the Commanding Officer.of the 12th Photo Section. It is rue 
mored that the men in the Photo Section are thankful that Licut. Williams mst 
confine his activities. to photography and that they do not have their own mess, 
but break bread with the 25th Bombardment. The fears of the men, however, are 
unjustified, as Mrs, Williams reports that the bread and biscuits are fine,and 
that the gravy was not burned, but only browned. 

This actually happened - and they say soldiers lack humor. Officer of the 
Day approached Guard House after challenging hours: 

Sentry on vost; "Halt, who is there?" 

0.D.: “Officer of the Day." 

Sentry on Post: "Corporal of the Guard, Officer of the Day." 

0.D.; "Never mind the Corporal of the Guard, if I want him I will call him 
myself." 

Captain Rudolph Propst departed for station at Wright Field. The Captain, 
called "Joe" by everyone, has made many friends not only in the services, but 
among the people of the Zone and the Republic. He sailed on the Panama Railroad 
ship on December 8th. He was accompanied by one dog, origin unknown; type, 
police; disposition good until acquired by present owner; now not to be trusted. 

.The Squadron baseball season closed in the midst of Panama liquid sunshine, 
and unless you have been here it is quite impossible to anpreciate how blinding 
such sunshine is, It was a play-off game between the vursuiters and the 
Bombardiers. The tactics of the Pursuiters won the apolause of the mltitude, 
and the constant roar of the ball diving and climbing out of Hod Eller's fast 


' left came near unnerving the Hombardiers. The Pursuiters did not realize that 


the Bombardiers had preliminary practice in Keystone Bombers and neither noise 
nor vibration affect them after a certain point is reached. The eyes of the 
Bombardiers are so accustomed to seeing tail surfaces, wings and fuselages 


‘shake, that in-curves and out-curves look like good balls, and they can swat 


anything coming near the bat. The Eombardiers won, and the victory made the 
25th Bombardment Squadron champions of France Field. 


Tae France Field baseball team us now getting into shape under the leader- 
ship of Lieut. Eller. It looks like a winning team and the best we have had for 


several years. The Army-Navy League schedule is a hard one, but France Field 
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Selfridze Field, Mt. Cle omens, Mich., Dec« ubor 6th. 

The regular routine of training - pest, Grown, squadron and individual - has 
been comletod for anothcr month, with the following special flights being made: 

Second Licut. James H. Gray, Air Reserve, pilot, with Private Benjamin 
Maxan as mechanic, departcd for Sity Harbor Airport, Sky Harbor, I11., November 
10th, for tomporary duty in ivinicnesint with anti-aircraft firing of the end 
Infantry ; Fort Sheridan, Ill. 

Upon completion of this duty on November 19th, Licut. Gray departed for 
Sclfridge. Near South Bend, Indiana, he was forced dorm due to a heavy snow 
storm, and in landing he bent a conter section strut and damaged a whecl. Due to 
continucd bad weather for the noxt fow days, Licut. Gray's plane was not repair- 
ed until late November 22rd, Lieut. Gray and mechanic returning to Selfridge 
the following day. is \ 

On Novenber 16th, instructions were received to transport the Secretary 
of Labor, Mr. Davis, from Battle Creck, Michigan, to Cleveland, Ohio, on the 
following day. Captain Victor H. Strahm was selected as pilot. Taking the. tri- 
motor (Ford), Cantain Strahn pidced wp the Secretary at Battle Creck as direct- 
ed, but due to an exceptionally | hoavy fog and rain was unable to maintain suffi- 
cient altitude to clear the tree tons and was forced to land at Toledo, Mr.Davis 
making the balance of the trip by rail. Sea 

On November 26th, Major Ralvh Royce, Group Commander, and Captain Victor H. 
Strahm, in‘two P-10's (Pursuit planos), denarted for Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, 
for the purpose of attending Dursvit Conference there on the 26th and 27th. They 
returned on the 27th, but departec on’ the 29th for Langley Field, via Buffalo, 
and Mitchel Field, N.Y., for the purpose of attending a Pursuit Conference on 
Pursuit Aviation at the Air Corps Tactical Echool. —— they were also to 
confer with Ist Licut. Edmund >. Gaines, Air Corns, representing the Air Corps 
at the Curtiss dieroplane aad — Corporation, Garden City, Long Island, N.Y., 
regarding Air Corps matters. ‘ajor Royce and Captain Strahm arrived at Labgley 
Field on December lst. 

Lieut. Paul E. Shanahan, pilot, with Pvt. Un. B. Buckley as mechanic, in 
the C-1, transported four mon to Chamute Field, Ii.5 for the purvose of attend- 
‘The the dir Corps Technical School. Lieut Sharahan returned the following day 
with several graduates for assigument to this station. 

Visiting here during November were Lieut. McAllister from Wright Field and 
Captain Frank O'D. Hunter, who for scme time was the Opyerations Officer at this 
station, but now on duty in the Office of the Chief of the Air Corns 

On the 6th Lieut. Finley ferricd our only O2-H to its new station at . 
Chamite Field, Ill. 

Caytain Lynd and Sergeant Hognan arrived here on the same day for the pur- 
pose of checking the Visual Inspection System. 

Major B.Q. Jones arrived rom’ Bolling on the leth, departing for Chicago 
on the 15th. 

Lieuts. Zettle and Caldwell, from Wrirht Field, piloting a Pl and an 02-H 
respectively, arrived on the 15th and returned the same day. 

Lieut. Filson, in an Qe, arrived from Chanute on the 15th and returned 
the next day. 

Another old Selfridge pilot, Ist Lient. Alfred J. Lyons, arrived here on 

he 16th from Wright Field, returning on the 18th. 

Lieut. Niergarth arrived from the Fai rfield, Ohio, Air Depot on the elst, 
and returned same day. 

Lieut. Glantzberg arrived from Vright Field on the 25rd, roturning the 
following day. 

17th Cursuit Squadron: New officers revortinz in to the Squadron during 
the past month are Lieuts. Coleman, Olds, Shanahan ani Rogers of the Regular 
Army, and Lieuts. Giovannoli and Nelson of the .lir Reserve. 

The Squadron enjoyed a turkcy feast on Thanksgiving Day which was a real 
"spread" with all trimmings, including goud old fashioned pumpkin pie "like 
mother used to make,"than'zs to the pers anel of the Sauadron mess. Officers 
who were guests of the Squadron and besides the Squadron officers were Captain 
Holden and family, Copiain Grey and family, Lieut. Morris and family, and 
Lieuts. Bacher and Reed. ee 

Sross-countrics were made by Tit. Grover to Eric, Pa.; ard Lt. Aubry L. 
Moore to Cleveland, Bob Moor made his usual woekly visits to Toledo, cause 


tnimown. He was caught by winter and flew bac'z in snow last week by way of 
variety. 
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94th Pursuit Squadron: "Thanksgiving," and what a meal! Set. Metcalf sure up- 





held his reputation as a mess sergeant this year. Next time we will requisition 
a portable derrick. 

The Squadron welcomed back its wandering "skipper," - Lieut. Harry A. 
Johnson — who has been on leave. 

Several new members have been added to our roster this month. Licut. 
Marion L. Elliott was transferred from the 15th Observation Squadron, and the 
following newcomers to the field have joincd ovr family: 2nd Lieuts. Anderson, 
faton, McClellan, Scott, Tellman and Vaupre, all Air Reserve. 

15th Observation Squadron: During the ronth of November several changes 
were made in the cormissioned personnel of the Squadron, viz: Lieuts. Elliott, 
Shanahan and Nelson to the Pursuit Group. Liecuts. Reed, Bulger, Sirmeyer and 
McLennon reported for duty from Kelly Field. So the old problem still confronts 
the organization, namely, many pilots and few airplanes. ‘The old 02's are de- 
veloping more troubles than a collegiate flivver, and consequently we are find~ 
ing much difficulty in complying with the training schedule. It seems that the 
easiest solution to our predicament is a letter to Santa Claus, now that 
Christmas is almost here. 

And speaking of Christmas reminds us that Thanksgiving has just passed and 
that it was celebrated by the squadron in a most appropriate manner, with a big 
dinner. A dinner dance was given by the officers at the home of Capt. and Mrs. 
C.H. Reynolds, and it was probably one of the best in history. 

The Baseball Charpionship cup was presented to the Squadron, adding another 
to the collection of athletic trophies which have been increasing steadily since 
the reorganization of the Squadron. Lieuts. Reed and Gray are coaching the 
basket ball team, and with the material available have prospects for a team that 
will compare very favorably with the best. 





Langley Field, Harmton, Va., December 6th. 

19th Airship Company: 

On November lst and 5th, observation missions-in cooperation with the Coast 
Artillery, Fort Monroe, were corrleted with excellent results, two-way radio 
communication being maintained throughout the firing. 

A dex:onstration flight was*flown on November 1st for Generals Moses, Gdéwen 
and Roberts, during which the Generals were shown the various interesting 
places on the Peninsula. : 

A total of seven flights, made during the week ending November 23rd, in- 
cluded two radio test flights, four practice flights and one observation mission 
with the Coast Artillery at Fort Monroe, Va. ‘The observation mission with Fort 
Monroe was carried out on November 20th in the TC-6, Captain A.I. Puryaar,pilot, 
and Ist Lieut. M.E. McHugo, observer. The mission was quite successful. 

First Lieut. W.D. Buie renorted to this station from Brooks Field, Texas, 
and was assigned to this organization for duty. 

Langley Field defeated Fort Eustis Saturday, November 165th, in the de- 
ciding game of the Southern District Championship by the score of 7 to 6. 

Eustis played exceptionally good football and showed surprising strength, and 
what was doped to be a set up for Langley developed into the hardest fight of 
the year for the Birdmen. Eustis had a good aerial attack and scored in the 
third period after recovering a fumble on the Langley 15 yard line. A 10-yard 
pass followed by four line plunges put the ball over. The Eustis aggregation 
had not ceased cheering before Kerr, Langley Quarterback, took the following 
kick off and ran 90 yards for a touchdown. Tyrell kicked goal. Half back 
Tyrrell, whose playing previous to this had been sensational, kept Langley con- 
timally in hot water by frequent fumbles, but made up for this by several long 
runs outside tackle. Keys, fullback, and Reiter, center, for Langley, played 
a great defensive game, and the line »lunging of Keys and Howard were respon- 
sible for many of Langley's gains through the line. Langley made 15 first 
downs while Eustis secured only 4, only one of which was from scrimmage. 

All operations for the week were called off at noon, November 27th, in 
order to allow the officers and men to participate in the Thanksgiving holidays. 
Quite a number of the men were given passes to enable them to reach their homes 
for Thanksgiving, but the majority remained here for the Company's Turkey Feast. 

The Langley football squad journeyed to Carlisle Barracks on November 24th 
and lost a heartbreaker to the Medicos, 9 to 6. Costly fumbles and’ heavy 
penalties at critical stages of the game were responsible for all of Carlisle's 
points, while Tyrrell, Langley halftack, skirted right end and ran 65 yards be- 
hind perfect interference for Langley's touchdown in the third period, but 
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failed to make the extra point, ‘his ;roved to bo the best game of the year, 
and though the team was finally: beaten ‘by drcaks,. both coaches.and players feel 
that Langley had the bottor eae . The Carlisle tcam hal a weight advantage of 
about 15 nouncs to the man, and Ia neloy's dieses line vas severely handicapned 
by a mmddy field: Dae ; Se 

The 19th Basketball tenn has been organized, and judging from present in- 
dications the squad should compare favorably with any team on the Peninsula. 

We mode a.strong bid for the.Post Chazmionship last season, and with several 
likely loolting new candidates ti.is year exxect to have a banner season. 
second Licut.. Wn. J. McCracken is-coaching the team, 

Second Lieut. E.T. Stariey left Novor:ber 40th for Fort Eragg, N.C., on de- 
tached service in connection with a board of survey, returning December 4th. 

The Langley footoall. sqvad wound un a very good’season last weelz by de- 
feating the Naval Training Station, 7 to 6, and tne Norfolk Blues, 52 to 0. 

The Blues were considered the chexmions of the Peninsula. Iangley's second 
string played the sreater part of eacn gare. Cantain Usher, héad coach, is 
very enthusiastic over noxt year's prosdects, as all of this year's team >ro- 

mised to be on hend for the n xt scason. 

Headquarters, end Bombarcnent oroaD, by Lieut. Jacks W. Wood, A.C. 

Captain Henry Tascale and Lieut. Wm. G. Davis left Langley Field in an 
LB-7, Nov. 7th, for. Mobile, Ala., to ets dedicate a new airnort and to parti- 
cipate in any indoor festivitics which might be started as an outgrowth of the 
dedication. They returned on the — 

Lievt. Leonard (Jake) Har:znn is baclt with the.Grouwn after a month's leave. 
He was engaged.in cormercial ins neers ‘at the Boston Airport. 


5 


‘Lieuts, Shidler, Ryan and Vest were assigned to the 96th, Squadron on 





October 28th. 


‘The "Condors" are undergoing a thoroug h ‘overneul yrior to the Miarii 
flight. MNew-valves are being installed and several changes are being made for 
the convenience of personnel. participating in the flight. 2 728-398 was 
equiyned with a tail wheel at the Curtiss plant last week. ‘It scems to be 
very satisfactory. 

' Lieut. Coleman narbowly wharted a serious accident on the 25th while land- 


ing an LB-7?. . The oleo fi tting “ulled out on. the talse~off, malting it necessary 


»t6 land the airplane on.ore wheel. He medesan excellent landing, and the air- 


plane was damaged very slig picklsr, 

LE-?7, A.C, #29-7 burned at Phillios Ficld, Aberdeen, Md., on October 25th. 
It is believed that a small particle of carncn fell on the lower wing and ig- 
nited same. The airplane barned.very ravidly and consumed several parachutes, 
uniforms and personal eqaimient of the crew. The motors and instrunents were 
not. burned. . A strong. nose wing kert the fire avay froma the front coclxpit. 

' The purpose of iss Miani. flicht was to test the ability of the new Curtiss 
Bombers and also the Keystone Li-10, which crashed. Other officers besides 
Major knerr, - Captain Rust and Lieut. Huggins, who made the flight to Florida, 
were Captain F. D.. Hackett, Liouts. James M. pap nasty Adams, A.J. Kerwin 
Malone, M.D. Burnside, W.D. Tolfiabarcer and g.M. Lay. Ten enlisted men also 
accompanied the flight... Accarding to all who ere the trip, ae is a great 
tow: and the natives are gonerous hosts. 

Thus far the training of the 2nd Borbardment Groun consisted in flying 
aerial gunnery missions. Several good scores have been made in gunnery, while 


nearly all the pilots are finding sone difficulty in flying over the camera 


obscura hut. ‘he new nilots who trained.in other branches than bombardment 
are finding canera obscura work extrerely fascinating ard far from being easy. 
Night flying was also started, ani the Grown will continve to fly Tuesday 
and Thursday nights. At least one cross-country mission will be accomplished 
by each pilot. — 
. Lieut. Wm. G. Davis and Sergeant Cummings, flying an LB-6, and Lieut. 
T.S. Power and Sergeant Martin in a Curtiss "Condor," onroute to Langley from 
Fort Bragg, were forced down at’ Boykins, Va., due to darkness and a severe 
snow storm. . ‘ 
‘Lieut. Reuben C. Hood, who was on detached service at Edgewood Arsenal, Md. 
taking a course in Chemical Warfare, returned to duty at Lang;ey Field. 
The Group Garrison School ‘completed a course in Field. Artillery and 
hemical Warfare. ; 
Catain Henry f Pascale ‘took ‘the G-1-C “to New York during the Thanksgiving 
holidays, and Lieut. O'Coanor took the C-24 also to New York. Several other 
officers went in each transport, and all attended the Ariy-Notre Dame football 


Zariee : ; 
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The Squadrons' training program is progressing as scheduled. Instruction 
Gunnery will be completed about December iSth. Navigation missions are now 
being: flowm within the airdrome. 

The heavy Fort Monroe team was licked decisively at Fort Monroe on November 
9th by a score of 39 to 7 by Langley Ficld football squad.° Fort Monroe's score 
came only after the Langley eleven had been weakened by substitutions. Langley 
scored twice in the first five minutes of play. Keys plunged 37 yards in three 
plays to score first, and before the Artillerymen could recover their wits the 
red~headed Tyrrell had squirmed off tackle and raced 40 yards for another score. 
Reiter, center, and Keys, halfback, showed best on defense for Langley, but the 
entire line presented an almost impregnable front to Fort Monroe. Hetrick and 
McKinney, halfbacks, each intercented a pass and raced for touchdowns in the 
last period. Lieut. John Pitzer, former Vest Point star, played with Monroe. 


Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., Noveriber 4th. 


The U.S. Army Transport GRANT, on October 4th, was given the customary 
welcome by playing the mart of an enemy fleet and being attacked by the Blue's 
Air Force. The problem was successful in every way. 

Since last writing Lieuts. Steinmetz, Grisham, McDonnell, Salsman, Nowland 
and Stearley enjoyed the cool weather at Baguio, 

Lieuts. Hoag and Lindeburg have had their China trips,. while Captain 
Elvins had a Southern Island cruise. 

Starting May 1, 1929, Nichols Field has been supplying one’ officer each 
month for Bakers and Cooks School at McKinley. To date the following graduated: 
Lieuts. Graves, Morris, Davidson, Joe Smith, Shea and Hoag. 

First Lieut. Leslie Skinner, recent arrival, is the new Personnel Adjutant. 

In bowling, Regimental League, Nichols Field enlisted men are in first 
place. In the Philippine Bowling Association they are in fourth place and the 
officers in eighth place. Jn inter—basketball series Nichols is tied with the 
60th Coast Artillery for second »lace. 

The baseball team got away with a bad start, losing the first two games. 
Better results are expected. 

Telesco, inter-service welter-weight champion, on October 16th, staged the 
best example of a come-back which has been seen any place recently. Careless 
in the first round of his bout with Morgan of the Marines, he took a count of 
seven and then one of three, barely’ staggering through the second round in a 
dazed, crosseyed condition to win the decision at the end. of the sixth round. 

The first nine holes of the new golf course are almost finished. 
Enthusiasm is high. 

end Observation Squadron; Captain Donald Wilson, former Commanding Offi- 
cer of the Squadron, left on the U.S.A.T. GRANT for his new station at Langley 
Field, Va. He takes with him the best wishes of the Squadron. 

Lieut. W.S. Hamlin, transferred to the Squadron from the P.A.D., is at 
present Acting Chairman of the Nichols Field Golf Club and is busily engaged in 
supervising the construction of the course. 

_ Lieut. H.G. Davidson, Squadron Suvply , Athletic and Recreation Officer, in 
addition to his other duties, is actually in charge of construction of the golf 
course. 

Lieut. Charles VW. Steinmetz was transferred from the Squadron to the P.A.D. 

Departures on the last Transport were Captain Donald Wilson, Staff Sergeant 
and Mrs. J.A. Duprey, Staff Sgt. P.G. Smith, on furlough, Sergeant William 
Davis, and 12 privates. 

The Squadron lost one of its best all-around athletes in the departure of 
Corporal Tod E. Wolfe, who was rated one of the best Ist basemen and basketball 
guard stationed at the field for some time. 

Arrivals on the last Transport were Ist Lieut. Charles. Backes and fanily; 
Staff Sergeant J.M. Maxwell and wife, Staff Sergeant M.S. Tilghman, Sergeant 
W.A. Knight,and 23 Privates. 


Lieut. Charles Backes was assigned duties as Post Armament, Post Ordnance, 
and Station Paraclmte Officer. 

Flying activities during October were wiaaliasy increased over preceding 
months due to favorable flying conditions. 

Numerous problems involving radio have been carried out with the 45th and 
S?th Infantry at Fort McKinley. A mumber of cross-country formations and photo 
missions have been made. 


The bombing and gunnery season has begun and already a munber of hours of 
practice bombing has been put in. 
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Headquartors, 4th Cormosite Group: Cantain C.A. Pursley, our cormanding 
officer for the past year, left us Septenbar iy to assume cormand of the 66th 
Service Squadron. . 

Captain Vernon L. Burge arrived on the ccbter’ 4th Transport to assume 
cormand of the Detachment. Having been here on two previous occasions, it is 
very likely he will find himself at home again renewing old acquaintances. 

‘Sgt. Callahan, from Mitchel: Ficld, replaced Sergeant Lamoureux and assumed 
the duties of first sergeant.’ 

Sergeant Poynter, reylacing Sgt. Simmons and hailing from the dear old 





‘“ §tate of Texas, has forever endeared himself to the hearts of the golf fans. 


Our dearly beloved Supply Sergeant, who has been on the job for the past 


- three years, has at last decided to return to the States and renew old acquain— 


tances (perhaps to hear the wedding bells chine), but at any rate Corporal Carr 
has our best wishes for a happy future and a loving wife. 
6th Photo Section: A mumber of photographic missions and projects were 





“made and cormleted- during the month. Mosaics of Clark Ficld and Nichols Field 


“ for the Chief of the Air Corns, Washington, <A reconnaissance road strip was 


“ made for the Cormanding General, Fort McKinley,. of the Manila South Road fron 


“Manila to Lipa, about 75 miles. Also a munber of: interesting obliques were 


made of Manila and vicinity for publicity “Jurposes. 


The Section did not lose any men on October boat but gained three recruits. 
66th Service Squadron: lst Lieut. Josenh Smith returned for duty from 





‘Fort Wm. McKinley on October lst, after completing a course of instruction in 


’ Mess Managemént at the School for Bakers and Oats: and took over the duties as 


- “> Squadron Mess Officer and Adjutant. 


Several "short-tiners" »arties were given prior to the departure of the 
U.S.A.T. GRANT on October 12th, but from all reports. the "short-timers" dinner, 


“vgiven by the Squadron on October 5th, was the nost enjoyed. Staff Sergeant 
‘Tony Yucius,. Mess Sergeant, and his able assistants, were complimented by every 
one on the excellent dinner. 


The following personnel changes resulted from the October transvort: Staff 


. Sergeant Norris Brock, the oldest member of the Squadron, went to his new 
~‘estation, Brooks Field, Texas; Sergeant Brock .was revlaced: by Staff Sergeant 


Arthur R..Hadley. Staff Sergeant Stephen L: Wallace, revlacenent for Staff 
Sergeant Roy Wooten; Staff Sergeant Iuther Warren, replacement for Staff Ser- 
‘geant Martin M. Nilan; Senge Frederick Lawrence replacement for Sergeant 
John Haley... . 


Corporal Jacob C. Shay Was discharged October 15th for the convenience af 


a3 the Soveinees to accept appointment. as stock record clerk, Philippine Air 


Depot, this station. 

e8th Bombardment nen oar losses of enlisted men on the October 
transport were: Master Sergeant Harry F. Bills to 40th School Sqdn., Kelly 
Field, Texas; Staff Sgt. Eugene L. Kaufman to A.C.T.S., Chanute Field, I11.; 
Staff. Set. James E. McDonough to 54th School Sqdn., March Field, Calif.; Staff 
Sgt. Arthur, F. Ehlert to Ft. McDowell, Calif., for discharge; Sgt. James Bodie 





it. to 24th School Wing Hqrs., Kelly Field, Texas; Sgt. Robert Zernikow to llth 


Bombardment Sqdn., Rockwell Field, Calif. In addition to our loss in noncoms. 


“we lost nine privates. 


Our gains in enlisted personnel from the October Transport are: Master 
Sgt. Joe. Grant from 40th School Sqdn., Kelly Field, Texas; Staff Sgt. Fulton G. 


+ Bulloch from A.C.1.S., Chanute Field, I11.;, Staff Sgt. Roy M. Medcalf from 95th 


“. Pursuit Sqdn., Rockwell Field, Calif.; Sgt. Weyman Tevis from llth Bomb. Sqdn., 


Foy bm" 


Rockwell Field, Calif. -In addition to the above gains we have five brand new 


‘ privates. 


Lieut. John G. Salsman returned from detached service at Baguio and trans- 
ferred from this Squadron to. the Philippine Air Deyot. We are sorry to see hin 
go, but he is still with us for training. 

Lieut. James L. Grisham is with us once more as Operations Officer; altho 


we loaned hin to. Headquarters, we are glad-it was. not permanent. 


Lieut. Alfred Lindeburg is, back after 40. days! leave visiting China and 
Japan, As he is Mess Officer, we hope he did not learn too mich about Chinese 
chow while on his travels. 

This Squadron is now bilding a tennts court for our ‘coming stars, but the 
casual observer would be more apt to think they were training to take the 


Bilibid prisoners on for a..rocle crushing contest. 
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Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, November 22nd. 





‘On a field of mmd, the Kelly Field and the 2érd Infantry football teams 
played a tie, 6 to 6, on Noveriber 12th. Kelly outplayed the:2drd in all but 
the third quarter of the game. It was the first time in two years that the 


‘Infantry team had failed to come off as winner. Xelly scored their touchdown 


in the second quarter on a pass. All the vlay in the first half was inside the 
Infantry's 35-yard line. Due to Landon's ponting, the 25rd. was in trouble dur- 
ing the entire haif. In the third quarter the 23rd made a steady march of 75 
yards down the field for a touchdown. Kelly came back strong after the score 
was tied and managed to keep the play in the 23rd''s verrstory during the entire 
last quarter. 

The outcome of this game makes it -ossible that the ‘aiey Football League 
will end with Kelly and the 23rd tied for first place. The Infantry's remain- 
ing games are against rather weak teams. Kelly has a more difficult schedule 
remaining, since Brooks Field is still to be overcome. 

Lieuts. Dale V. Gaffney, Harvey L. Boyden delivered two LB-5A airplanes at 
Kelly Field on November 12th, ferrying same from the Middletown Air Denot. 

Brigadicr-General E.L. King, Asst. Chief of Staff, Training and Operations 
Section, General Staff, arrived at, Kelly Field from Fort Crockett: Nov. 14th. 
General King is making an inspection of Air Corps training nethods. rte al 
ing hin were Major John B. Brooks, Air Corps, General Staff, and Captains Yn. 
J. Flood and Willis H. Hale, on duty in the Office of the Chief of the Air 
Corps. Genera} King and his party traveled in a Ford tri-notored transport, 
piloted by Captain Hale.. Theydeparted for Fort Sill on -Novernber 16th. 

The Kelly Field football team defeated the 12th Field Artillery 39 to O on 
November 19th. Kelly scored two touchdowns in the first quarter as a result of 
steady gains, aided by several well executed forward passes. McKinney and Towle 
scored the touchdowns. Harbold played the first quarter and proved a tower of 
strength for Kelly, both on the offensive and defensive. ‘ There. were no scores 
during the second quarter, but the half ended with the ball on the l2th's four- 
yard line. With Meehan at quarter during the second half, the Kelly team got 
under way in splendid fashion and ran up 25 more points. McKinney and Kramer 


_ went over for.a-touchdown aviece while Meehan scored twice. ‘The Kelly team had 


things pretty well their own way and kept the play in the Artillery tereRtory 


all during the ga©e. 


The Air Corps Training Center Polo Team, consisting of Lieut. George 


‘Beverly, handicap at two goals at 1; Lieut. D.T. Craw, three goals at 2; Lieut. 


Oscar Beal, two goals at 3; and Lieut. Sam Connell, one goal at back, played the 
opening game of the San Antonio season at Brackenridge Park on November 17th. 


‘The opposing team was an Army—Civilian aggregation, corrposed of Lieut. Harry 


Cullen, Mr. Meadows, Mr. Carl Crawford and Captain Benham, whose team handicap 
was ten goals. ‘A crowd of about 2,000 watched the game, which was very fast 
and resulted-in a victory for the Air Corps team by score of 11 to 2. In view 
of the fact that the Army-Civilian team was very well mounted and composed of 
hard-riding, hard-hitting players, the above result looks very encouraging for 
the Air Corps ‘team's chances iin the nidwinter tournament this year. Following 
are the goals as they were made by individual players: Lieut. Boverly, 5; Lt. 
Craw, 3; Lt. Beal, 2; Lt. Connell, 1; Mr. Meadows, 1; Mr. Crawford, l. 

On November 20th the same Air Corps team met and defeated the strong In- 


.fantry Brigade Team from Fort Sam Houston. by, score of 9 to 5. The game was 


characterized by hard riding, hard hitting and unusually good team play on the 
part of the Infantry, which was composed of Captain Forsythe, Lieuts. Cullen, 


Aloe and Chapman. They held the. Air Corps team to a 3-all tie at the half. 


The game was hotly contested throughout, and the result was highly gratifying 


to the members of the Air Corps tean. 


Kelly Field, ‘San Antonio, Texas, Decenber Ath. 

A group of Japanese officers visited Kelly Field on ‘Noveriber eend. These 
officers are on duty at: the Japanese Embassy in Washington. Major K. Teramoto 
of the Japanese Army, the senior officer, was accompanied by Lieut.—Commander 
Y. Nakahara and Engineer Commander T. Ishii of the Navy. 

The Army Football League in San Antonio was brought to a close on 
Thanksgiving Day when the Kelly Field Fliers defeated the strong Brooks Field 
Maroons on the Kelly Field gridiron by a score of-39 to 12. This victory over 
the Brooks Field team places Kelly Field in a tie with the 23rd Infantry for 
the local Army football title for 1929, Kelly and the 23rd played a tie game 
on November 12th (6 to 6), 
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Kelly Field has a football team in the field this year of which they can 
justly be proud.. They have at last broken the "jinx" which shadowed them dur- 
ing the past four years by defeating the Brooks Field team and gaining an 
equal footing with the 23rd Infantry, one of the finost teams in the Arny. 

Kelly has shown a strong, well-balanced team in all their games, and it is dif- 
ficult to point out any particular outstanding players without doing an injus- 
tice to others. There is no question but that the coaching steff has done ex- 
cellent service. Licut. Pat Booker, head coach, received whole-hearted coopera- 
tion from his assistants, Lieuts. Meehan, Harbold, Saunders and Landers. This 
staff deserves a world of praise, for there is no doubt that the team's showing 
is due to their untiring efforts. 

The Commanding General of the 8th Corps Area, General Lassiter, approved 
of an Eighth Corns Area Football elimination contest. Kelly, the 23rd Infantry, 
Fort Crockett and Fort D.A. Russell are going into the finals, which will be’ 
held in San Antonio during the first three weeks of December. 


Kelly Field, San Antonio, Texas, December 13th. 


Brigadier—General Frank P. Lahm, Commanding General of the Air Corps 
Training Center, accompanied by Lieut. R.W. Douglass, Aide, took off on Dec. 
7th from Kelly Field for Washington, D.C., where he will romain several weeks. 

During General Lahn's absence, Major James BE. Chaney, Commandant of the Air 
Corps Advanced Flying School, will be in command of the Training Center. Gen. 
Lahm will confer with the Chief of the Air Corps in Washington. : 

Captain John K. Cannon, senior instructor in Pursuit Aviation at Kelly 
Field, returned Dec. 8th from Langley Field, where he attended a conference on - 
Pursuit training and tactics held at the Air Corps Tactical School. He had 
been gone since November 28th. 

Major Fred H. Coleman and Lieut. C. DeShields arrived at Kelly Field late 
on the afternoon of December 8th with two DH's, which they flew from Aberdeen. 
The ships will be used by students in training at the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School. The pilots returned to their stations by train. 

In the second game of the December polo tournament played on the afternoon 
of:December leth at Brackenridge Park Field, the Air Corps Training Center de- 
feated the Second Pield Artillery Brigade 13 to 12. The rain of the past couple 
of days was just sufficient to settle the dust and made playing ideal. A large 
crowd was in attendance. 

The Brigade started off with a score of two, due to the difference in 
handicaps of the two teams. It was in the final chukker that the game was de- 
cided. Beverly of Kelly Field scored the winning goal. Craw and Beal were 
the stars for Kelly and Smith for the Brigade. By winning this game, the Air 
Corps plays the Second Division Infantry for the championship. 

The Air Corps Training Center Polo Team played'a series of three games with 
the Houston Riding and Polo Club team at ‘Houston on the first two week-ends of 
this month. The Air Corps ponies were shipped over and back by freight and the 
players cormmted to each game by air, it being necessary to make two night 
flights returning. 

The Air Corps team succeeded in defeating the strong Houston team in all 
three games, scores being as follows; first game, Air'Corps 10, Houston 6; 
second game, Air Corps 7, Houston 5; third game, Air Corps 8, Houston 7. The 
last two games were especially hard fought, and the result was in-doubt until 
the last bell was rung. The Houston Club has a splendid establishment, strong 
team and very well mounted. Each year it has been courteous enough to invite 
the Air Corps to visit them and enjoy their excellent hospitality. 

The line-up and handicaps for. the two teams were as follows: Houston, 

Mr. George Brun, 1 goal; Mr. Deke Randolph, 1 goal; Mr. Richard Small, 3 goals; 
and Mr. R.D. Farish, 2 goals. The Air Corps, Lieut. George Beverly, 2 goals; 
Lieut. D.T.Craw, 3 goals; Lieut. Oscar Beal, 2 goals, and Lieut. Sam Connell, 

1 goal. 

The play of the Air Corps tean reflects very creditably on the dforts of 
Lieut. John "Polo" Clark, now stationed at Dayton, Ohio, who, »rior to his de- 
parture, was the official coach of the organization. The increased hitting 
ability, and especially good tear+work are the results of his patient work 
to such an extent that individual credit for any one game cannot be given any 
single player. The Air Corps team brought back from Houston the Davison 
Trophy, which is played for anmally, and individual trophies for the remaining 
two games. It is hoped that return games of this kind may be played next 
season, as the experience is very valuable and the results very gratifying. 
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120th Obs. Sqdn., Golorado National Guard, Lowry Field, Denver, Colo. 


November was a busy month for the 140th, both in point of time put in on 
regular training schedules and in cross*country work. On the four. Sunday morn 
ings when drills were held, reconnaissance flights were made over. the adjacent 

. towns of Brighton, Watkins and Louviers, -in which both pilots and. observers 
turned in good sketches and information of military value. 

During the month, Lieut. Hunter was checked on a Douglas, leaving the 
ttamber of officers not qualified on service type ships at only-three. ‘These 
three will be ready in a short time and the Squadron will be able to boast of 
an entire personnel capable of doing service flying. 

Visitors during the month included Mr. Fox of the Denartment of Commerce, 
and Repteie lynd from Washington. 

--- awe. 


FATAL CRASH AT BOLLING FIELD 


The accident at Holling Field, D.C., on Friday morning, December 20th, 
which resulted in the loss of five lives, is one of those unfortunate occur- 
r@hces, the cause of which is not know and may, perhans, never be known. The 
airplane was a tri-motored Fokker Transport, piloted by Cayntain Harry A.Dinger, 
Air Corps, his passengers being Representative Wm. K. Kaynor, of Massachusetts; 
‘Mr. Stanley B. Lowe, his Secretary; Mr. Arthur A. McGill, of Boston, Mass., and 
Private Vladimir Kuzmar, Air Corns, Mechanic. 

Following the fatal-crash, the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary 
of War for Aeronautics, issued a statement to the effect that every possible 
precaution was taken before the plane left the ground. "I have evidence," Mr. 
Davison contimed, "that proper inspection was made of the engines,*all three 
of which were tested and warmed up for about 20 mimutes before the flight 
started. So far as the nlane itself is. concerned, I am equally satisfied that 
‘the controls were properly inspected, also the transport only recently came 
back from the factory where it received a thorough overhaul. 

rit spt, LM. Merrigk, Operations Officer at Polling Ficld, saw,to it, that 
“the AC auereers were properly sented. He personaliy secured the ‘safety belts 
and saw to it that parachutes were worn. .He also went toward the pilot com- 
partment.and asked Captain Dinger if the. three motors were functioning well, to 
which Captain Dinger replied ‘Everything is fine.' Lieut. Merrick further 
stated that he listened to the motors as they were being warmed up and that 
‘they seemed to run smoothly. 

From the evidence at hand, Cantain Dinger, who had more experience in 
piloting tri-motor transvorts than any other pilot in the Army Air Corps, took 
off in a southerly direction into a 25—mile an hour wind, climbed to what 
seemed to be 300 feet, turned northward when, according to eye witnesses, the 
plane began to fall. The accident ocqurred so quickly and at such a low alti- 
tude that no one had a chance to jump. 

Captain Dinger was born June 21, “1886, at Mayvort, Pa. Prior to entering 
the military service he followed the profession of electrical engineer. He 
was commissioned a lst Lieut. in the Aviation Section, Signal Corps, November 
27, 1917, and placed on active duty at.Rockwell Field, Calif., in the 
engineering Department. On July 2, 1918, he was transferred to the Flying 
‘School at March Field, Riverside, Calif., where he was placed in charge of the 
‘Aero Repair Division of the Engineering Denartment. His techriical .qualifica- 
‘tions and the energetic manner in which he performed his duties brought high 
commendation from his suverior officers. 

Relieved from duty at March Field on November 5, 1921, Cantain Dinger 's 
next assignment was in the Philippines, where he served from December 2, 1921, 
to June 16, 1925. He commanded the 66th Service Squadron while in the Islands. 

Bolling Field, D.C.,. was Captain Dinger's assignment following his return 
to the United States, and he served there until his death, his duties being 
“those of Engineer Officer. 

Captain Dinger was- one of the foremost trans>ort pilots in the Air Corps. 
He served as pilot for the Hon, W. Frank Jaries,. of the Military Affairs Com 

“mittee of the House, on various extended cross-country flights for the purnose 
of inspecting Air Corps fields and stations. 

we Well liked throughout the Air Corps, the untinely death of Cantain Dinger 

“leaves a host of sorrowing friends, is a distinct loss to the Army, and the 
Air Corps in particular. The News Letter sends it condolences to his bereaved 
family. pink. ck 
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